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DISORDERS OF THE MENSTRUAL FUNCTION, 
( Continued.) 
AttHovucn obstruction of the menstrual 


once in every three or four weeks. You 
scarcely need be told that the treatment 
required for the cure of this kind of obstruc- 
tion differs greatly from that which is re- 
quired in ordinary cases of chlorosis. Your 
plan is, indeed, exceedingly simple; your 
single indication being to reduce vascular 
action, and this is done, Ist, by renesection : 
blood should be removed from the arm in 
|small quantities, say from four to eight 
| ounces, and this operation must be repeated 
every four weeks. If, upon careful exami- 
| nation, you find that there is determination 
| of blood to any particular organ, cupping- 
| glasses may be applied in the neighbour- 
hood of the part, or, in some instances, 
leeches may be preferred. 2ndly, by pur- 
gation: your object here is not simply to 
empty the bowels, but to lower the system ; 
you will select, therefore, those remedies 
which, by acting upon the mucous mem- 
brane, produce a very copious watery se- 
cretion. A sufficient quantity of sulphate of 
| magnesia dissolved in the infusion of roses, 
| and administered three times daily, will be 
| as serviceable as any; a grain or two of 
the chloride of mercury may also be given 
every night. 3rdly, by spare diet: it is 
quite clear that no benefit would be derived 


discharge (emansio mensium) is very gene- from the method of treatment under consi- 
rally dependant upon a chlorotic state of deration, if we were, at the same time, to 
constitution, as described in our last lec- | allow full nourishment; the vlan, therefore, 
ture, yet yon will now and then find, though must be carried out by allowing food in 
these instances are rare, that the interruption small quantity, and not of very nutritious 
is occasioned by the opposite state, the quality. Animal food, for the most part, is 


system being ina plethoric condition, the 
vessels being over full. The symptoms 
differ so essentially, that it is impossible 
for you to commit an error in this respect, 
as they are just the opposite to those which 
have already passed under our notice. The 
general appearance of your patient will at 
once indicate this condition; her face is 
flushed instead of being pale and sallow, | 
the pulse beats with force, and is not inor- | 
dinately accelerated ; there is frequently | 
intense headache, thirst, dryness and heat | 
of skin, a furred state of the tongue, dimi- 
nution of the secretions generally ; in short, 
you will perceive all the marks of febrile 
disturbance, and these are liable to perio- 
dical exacerbations occurring, perhaps, 


No. 852. 


to be abstained from, and all stimulating 
drinks avoided, By these three methods, 
then, viz., by venesection, by purgation, and 
by spare diet, the plethora is to be over- 
come, sometimes in a longer, sometimes in 
a shorter period of time; and the natural 
and healthy balance of the circulation 
having been restored, we may reasonably 
expect the appearance of the catamenial 
secretion, Onno account should you have 
recourse to stimulating emmenagogues, fas 
the cause of the non-appearance of the flow 
is the result of an action of the menstrual 
vesselsfalmost amounting to inflammation, 
After the use of the antipblogistic reme- 


dies recommended to you, the hip-bath will 
be of service, 
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DR. WALLER ON MENORRHAGIA. 


Suppression of the Menstrual Flow.—The | ing saline purgatives freely. Anothermode 
catamenial discharge is sometimes suddenly | of giving relief is by the use of medicines, 
stopped during its flow ; at other times | which determine to the skin, such asthe fol- 
causes which operate during the intervals |lowing:—Solution of acetate of ammonia, 


revent its occurrence; or, thirdly, it may | 
arrested in consequence of a debilitated | 


3 iij; syrap of poppies, 3 ss; solution of tar- 
tar emetic, M. xxv. One ounce every four 


state of system similar to that already de-| hours, The warm bath is also serviceable, 
scribed as the cause of emansio mensium, Great care should be taken, on the one hand, 


and to these cases the term adult chlorosis) 
The | 


has been not improperly applied, 


to avoid exposure to cold; whilst we should 
recollect, on the other hand, that excessive 


menses may be suddenly suppressed by any | heat tends to increase vascular action, and 


werful mental emotion, such as excessive | 
In the greater num- | temperature is, therefore, to be preferred ; 


oy, grief, terror, &c, 
ber of cases, however, the interruption of 
the secretion is referrible to external causes, 
especially exposure to cold in combination 
with moisture ; it is well known that if a 
female get wet in the feet durivg her 
monthly periods, suppression is a very 
common occurrence, and hence the reason 
why servant girls, whose avocations subject 
them to such exposure, are the most fre- 
quent sufferers from this affection. From 
whatever cause it may have been produced, 
its attendant symptoms are usually of an 
active or inflammatory character; sharp 
pains are felt in the hips, loins, and region 
of the uterus; you will observe symptoms 
of vascular activity, marked by increased 
frequency and force of the pulse ; determi- 
nation of blood to the head is also indicated 
by throbbing pains, attended with powerful 
pulsations of the carotid and temporal 
arteries, There is heat and dryness of skin, 
the tongue is dry and coated, the urine 
small in quantity and high coloured; in 
short, the secretions generally are dimi- 
nished, There is palpitation of the heart, 
a sensation of ehoaking in the throat(globus 
hystericus), with other symptoms of an 
hysterical nature. The cerebral symptoms 
occasionally run so high as to produce 
temporary derangement; these instances, 
however, are not often met with. Nausea 
and vomiting sometimes attend this variety 
of suppressed catamenial secretion. 


Treatment of sudden Suppression.—From 
the symptoms attendant upor this disorder, 
which have been enumerated, you will be 
prepared in some degree for its treatment: 
this must be of the antipblogistic kind, 
Venesection is the first remedy required. 
The quantity of blood drawn away to be 
regulated by the violence of the febrile 
symptoms on the one hand, and by the ge- 
neral constitution of the patient on the other, 
If she be of full habit, and rigid muscular 
fibre, from 12 to 16 ounces of blood may be 
taken from the arm: this operation to be 
repeated or not according to circumstances. 
If the action of the heart and arteries be 
somewhat reduced, but not to a sufficient 
degree, asmaller bleeding will be neces- 
sary, either from the arm, or by the appli- 


is, therefore, positively injurious; a mean 


bot little nutriment, and no stimulating be- 
verage, should be allowed. Should the 
obstruction occur at the commencement of a 
monthly period, and the treatment described 
be promptly put into practice, the discharge 
may be reproduced. More frequently it 
does not re-appear until the next month, and 
where the case has been neglected, several 
periods will pass over before the constitu- 
tion is restored to that healthy condition 
which will enable the uterus to perform its 
functions with regularity. 

Where menstruation is in this way sup- 
pressed, you occasionally have a vicarious 
discharge of blood from other organs of the 
body, this may occur in the form of epis- 
taxis, hemoptysis, hamatemesis, or there 
may be blood effused by the rectum, The 
danger under these circumstances will ne- 
cessarily depend upon the degree of the 
hawmorrhage. If it be but trifling, the 
general plan of treatment is to be persisted 
in, without reference to this particular 
symptom, 

Should month efter month pass away 
without the restoration of the secretion, you 
will most probably find that other organs 
besides the uterus are in fault, and these, 
therefore, wili require your chief consi- 
deration 

The menstrual discharge may be sup- 
pressed, not during its flow, in the sulden 
manner just described; but as the result of 
some cause operating during the interval. 
During pregnancy, you know, for example, 
the flow is naturally suppressed. This 
condition will be known by its attendant 
symptoms, and, not being a state of disease, 
will not be further noticed at this time. 


When the general health is suffering from 
any debilitating cause, the evacuation is 
frequently absent; and here I would use 
the words of the justly celebrated Burns, 
in his work on the principles of midwifery. 
He observes, “ the effect is often mistaken 
for the cause, the bad health being attri- 
buted to the absence of the menses; and 
much harm is frequently done by the admi- 
nistration of stimulating medicines. 
them the irregularity of the menses is symp- 
tomatic, and generally indicates considerable 
debility, induced perhaps by great fatig 


cation of cupping-glasses to the loins. The 
circulation must also be lowered by exhibit- 


bad diet, loss of b or long contin 
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DR. WALLER ON MENORRHAGIA. 


serous discharge, hectic fever, or dys-| period of lactation. Still we occasionally 


Do ‘not, however, imagine that I am 


find women of plethoric habits who men- 
struate whilst nursing: others, again, are 


claiming for the menstruating membrane of | said to continue “ regular” whilst pregnant, 


the womb a total exemption from disease. It 


If the discharge in these latter cases be 


is doubtless sometimes the original seat of | particularly noticed, you will find it com- 


the disorder which interferes with its func- 
tien. Debility of this part is occasionally 
induced by too frequent sexual intercourse. 
Again, it is liable to a peculiar action of its 
vessels, similar to that which takes place in 
the vagina in leucorrhea, and then, instead 
of the regular monthly flow, a white mucous 
discharge is constantly exuding, or there 
may be chronic infammotion of the mem- 
brane itself. In all these cases suppressio 
mensium is very obviously the direct effect 
luced, and to the uterus itself the reme- 
must be applied. 
The primary indication in the cure of this 
form of the disorder is, however, still the 
same, viz., not so much to force the evacua- 
tion, as to alter that morbid action of vessels 
to which suppression owes its origin. Great 
care is required in investigating the state of 
health in general, as well as the particular 
condition of the uterus. Having determined 
the seat of the disorder, your next inquiry 
will be to ascertain whether there be ge- 
neral or local plethora, or general or local 
debility, and according to the existence of 
the one or the other of these states, your se- 
lection of remedies will depend whether, for 
instance, you treat your patient upon the 
tonic or the antiphlogistic plan. I enter- 
tain a very decided opinion that those 
medicines called emmenagogues would 
scarcely, perhaps never, be employed, if the 
symptoms of the disorder were more gene- 
rally traced to their cause. I must not dis- 
miss this subject without saying a few 
words regarding the use of mercury, a re- 
medy so frequently noticed, and so highly 
extolled as an emmenagogue. To the use 
of mercurials, under proper restrictions, and 
in certain cases, that is to say, when they 
are required for the relief of the disordered 
condition, either of the uterus or any other 
organ, there can be no objection, It some- 
times produces a beneficial effect, but it 
does so indirectly; in other words, it does 
not act as a direct stimulus to the womb, 
but it alters the morbid action of its vessels, 
and thus accomplishes the grand primary 
indication before mentioned, A great variety 
of remedies have been from time to time re- 
commended as local stimulants ; but I shall 
not detain you by a consideration of these 
separately, as a long and tolerably extensive 
practice in these cases fully warrants me in 
expressing my disapprobation of this me- 
thod of treatment. 
The absence of the catamenia is nct al- 
ways the result of disordered action ; it has 
been before noticed as one of the common 


consequences of pregnancy. The flow is 


monly consists of blood, often passing away 
in clots (a certain proof that it is not the 
menstrual secretion), the times of its appear- 
ance are irregular, and by no means corre- 
| sponding to the menstrual periods, I do not 
|go the length of affirming that pregnant 
women have never menstruated, although, 
from the changes which the uterus then un- 
dergoes, it is difficult to explain the fact. 
Dr. Blundell, in his lectares, relates a case 
in which he noticed this occurrence. I 
stated to you, in a former lecture, that iron, 
in various forms, was to be administered in 
cases of amenorrhoea, Whenever you pre- 
scribe this metal, your patient should be 
apprised of its effect upon the colour of the 
alvine evacuations, or she would probably 
be alarmed at finding them perfectly black, an 
effect, you are aware, which is always 
sooner or later produced. 

Menorrhagia. 
The literal meaning of the word menor- 
rhagia is, a bursting forth of the menstrual 
discharge ; in other words, an immoderate 
flow of the menses; but in the general ac- 
ceptation of the term it is used mach more 
extensively, for it is applied to almost every 
coloured discharge from the womb. It is 
especially to be noticed, that this appella- 
tion is made use of to designate those disor- 
ders in which there is no menstrual secre- 
tion at all, but where the discharge consists 
of blood solely: in fact, all sanguineous 
effusions from the unimpregnated uterus have 
been described under the name of menor- 
rhagia, Profuse menstruation, in its strictest 
sense, very rarely occurs, and when present, 
itis hardly to be considered a disease, but 
is rather the effect of repletion, and may, 
therefore, be regarded as Nature’s own re- 
medy for the relief of this condition. 
There are two distinct forms which this 
disorder assumes; first, a simply increased 
quantity of the secretion at its natural and 
stated periods; or, secondly, there may be 
no material alteration in the ntity, but 
the periods of recurrence more frequent, two 
or three weeks only intervening, instead of 
the lanar month. This state is exceedingly 
inconvenient to the female; means, there- 
fore, must be had recourse to for the pur- 
pose of lessening the quantity of blood, aad 
this is easily effected by small venesecti 
to be repeated, if 'y, and by an in. 
nutritious and s diet. 
The atmosphere in which the patient ree 
sides should not be over-heated, although 
cure is, on the other hand, required to avoid 
exposure to cold during the flow, as a sud- 


also very generally suspended during the 


den check might be — which would 
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inevitably be followed by unpleasnt symp- 
toms. Itis proper, also, to advise the pa- 
tient to place herself in the recumbent posi- 
tion when the time is approaching, and this 
posture is to be continued throughout the 
whole period. In forming your judgment 
in these cases, the natural quantity of the 
secretion, in each individual case, must be 
taken into the account, or you will be very 
likely to fall into error. In addition to 
bleeding and spare diet, moderate purgation 
should be employed. 

In the more common cases of what is 
called menorrhagia, you will find not only 
an alteration in the quantity, but in the 
quality also of the fluid effused, for the dis- 
charge consists of pure blood, instead of the 
menstrual secretion, and hence might with 
greater propriety be called hamorrhage from 
the unimpregnated womb. These irruptions 
of blood take place in the two opposite 
conditions of system, viz., of plethora and 
inanition, from which the division into 
active and passive menorrhagia, the former 
connected with, if not depending upon, an 
increase in the force, as well as the fre- 
quency of the arterial circulation, the latter 
resulting from extreme weakness of vessels, 
appearing indeed to depend upon conges- 
tion, and a retarded motion of the blood. 
Before entering at large upon the subject, I 
must remind you of the diagnostic mark 
between blood and the proper menstrual 
flow, and this you will recollect is a very 
cimple one. If it be the former (blood), it 
‘vill coagulate, either passing away in clots, 
or stiffening the napkins, which imbibe it. 
Fr all cases of doubt, carefully examine 
«hat has passed away, and you will find no 
difficulty in distinguishing the one from the 
other, as the proper menstruous secretion 
never coagulates. 


ATTACHMENT OF THE PLACENTA 
To THE 
CERVIX UTERI, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer, 

Ste :—Several medical gentlemen, to whom | 
Mr, Wilson and myself have related the fol- | 
lowing case, are of opinion that it contains | 
some critical points of practice, and that it! 
might be worthy of insertion in your valu- 
able publication, The case was one of | 
adhesion of the placenta to the cervix uteri, | 
to a greater extent than Mr. Wilson or my- | 
self had ever experienced, attended with | 
alteration of its structure, and great danger | 
arose from its obstructing the descent of the 
foetus into the pelvis, combined with 
hemorrhage to a frightful extent. I am, 
Sir, yours most obediently, 

Wittiam Simpson, 
110, Guildford-street, 
Noy. 25, 1839. 


MR, SIMPSON’S CASE OF FLOODING. 


On Wednesday, the 13th instant, I was 
sent for to see a patient in the neighbour- 
hood of Finsbury-square, being engaged to 
attend at her confinement, which she ex- 
pected about Christmas. I learned, on my 
arrival, that she had lost a great deal of 
blood from the uterus during the previous 
twenty-four hours. On examination, I found 
the os uteri sufficiently open to admit one 
finger, but there had been no pains or ute- 
rine contractions. By the application of 
cloths dipped ia cold water over the uterus 
and pubis, combined with absolute rest in a 
recumbent position, I was able to arrest the 
hemorrhage, and, during the following few 
days, every thing appeared to be going on 
well. On the fifth night (Sunday) at about 
12 o'clock, the hemorrhage returned with 
increased violence. Before morning the 
bed and bed-clothes were completely satu- 
rated with blood, and she was scarcely able 
to move from exhaustion. From a foolish 
feeling of not wishing to disturb me during 
the night, I did not see her until the fore- 
noon of Monday. On examination, I found 
the os uteri dilated to the size of half-a- 
crown, but completely blocked up by the 
placenta; there were also frequent and re- 
gular pains in the back. Having waited 
about an hour, during which time I tried to 
irritate the uterus with my finger, so as to 
induce vigorous action, the only result, 
however, being increased hemorrhage, I 
found myself obliged to have recourse to 
more energetic measures to hasten delivery, 
During the next hour and a half I gave her 
about four scruples of ergot, in four doses; 
this had the desired effect of increasing the 
pains, and dilating the os uteri to its fullest 
extent, but also increased the hamorrhage 
without altering the position of the placenta 
or foetus. I now determined to introduce 
my hand, and, if able to touch the mem- 
branes with my finger, to rupture them and 
bring down the feet. I found the placenta 
completely grown to the whole circumfe- 
rence of the cervix, with the exception of 
one spot only, large enough to admit my 
forefinger ; it Was so adherent, and so highly 
organised, as to convey the sensation of 
there being an uterus within the uterus, the 
edge of the placenta feeling precisely the 
same as the edge of an os uteri, dilated to 
the size of the spot alluded to above, 
Having succeeded in enlarging the opening 
to double or treble its size, and the pains 
continuing strong and frequent, at the ur- 
gent solicitation of the patient, I withdrew 
my hand, in hopes that the membranes 
would become protruded and the foetus 
follow in the usual way. In this I was 
disappointed, and fearing she would sink 
from loss of blood, 1 determined to call on 
my friend Mr, Wilson, sen., of Charlotte- 
street, and ask his opinion whether I should 
at once rupture the membranes and bring 
away the foetus. He kindly offered to ac. 
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MR. DENHAM’S CASE OF FLOODING. 


company me, and I requested him to make 
the same examination as I had done, and, 
if he found my opinion correct, to lose no 
time but push through the opening and 
bring down the feet. 

“ This Mr. Wilson found to be necessary. 
On clearing the vagina from the coagula, he 
found the os uteri fully dilated, and ob- 
structed by a firm carneous mass, intermixed 
with coagula, and firmly adherent to the 
uterus, excepting a smallspace. Passing 
his hand partly through this mass to a con- 
siderable distance, the membranes were 
found not ruptured, and through them was 
felt the arm of the foetus. The feet were 
sought for, but so great was the obstruction 
of the placental mass in which the hand 
was involved, that the operator did not suc- 
ceed in findingthem. The membranes were 
now ruptured, but the arm plugging up the 
vagina, prevented any quantity of the liquor 
amnii from escaping. The hand was now 
passed along the arm and abdomen of the 
foetus, and one foot was readily grasped, 
but the other was bent upon the nates. 
Having the foetus, as it were, now floating 
on the waters, and being anxious to accom- 
plish the evolution before their escape, Mr. 
Wilson passed his hand along the pelvis 
until he succeeded in finding the second 
foot, and pressing firmly with the back of 
the hand against the head, while he used 
gentle traction at the feet, the body gra- 
dually turned over, and with considerable 
obstruction, from the indurated placenta, he 
brought the feet through the os extrenum, 

“Mr. W. now waited a little for the oc- 
currence of natural pains to assist in con- 


tracting the uterus, but they were very fee- 


ble, notwithstanding some brandy and other 
stimuli, which had been administered, and 
with a view to excite them, pressure was 
made on the abdomen. 

“The nates now passed the os externum, 
and first one arm, and then the other, being 
quickly hooked down with the fore-finger, 
in order to prevent pressure on the funis, it 
was laid on the hollow of the neck. There 
wes no pulsation inthe funis when the hand 
was first introduced into the uterus. The 
head now quickly followed, but hemorrhage 
still continned ; gentle traction at the fanis 
was used, when it was suddenly torn away 
from the placenta by a convulsive jerk of 
the patient. The danger of the patient from 
haemorrhage was now alarmingly increased ; 
therefore the hand was again immediately 
introduced into the uterus, and the placenta, 
after several efforts, brought away in shreds, 
with considerable difliculty.” 

On viewing the part brought away, it had 
more the appearance of mamma or pan- 
creas than placenta, being a highly vascular 
and organised substance, and nearly the 
size of twohands. By using bandages, and 
giving cordials, we were able to prevent her 
from sinking ; but durivg the next 24 hours, 
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Dr. Marshall Hall himself would have been 
alarmed at the effects of the loss of so much 
blood, and surprised that any person could 
have survived under such circumstances. 
On the second morning after delivery, she 
suffered a good deal of pain from the passing 
of a large coaguium; but I succeeded in 
allaying the pain by applying warm fomen- 
tations, and throwing up into the rectum 
about a pint and a half of warm water, with 
a drachm of laudanum. She is now in that 
state which is denominted “as well as 
can be expected,” which is not only grati- 
fying, but surprising to her husband and 
| friends, and particularly so to Mr, Wilson 
jand myself. As our hopes were very faint 
at one time, I feel extremely obliged to Mr, 
Wilson for his approbation, and prompt as- 
sistance in the case. 


*,* We have embodied Mr. Wilson's let- 
ter in the case. 


RECOVERY AFTER EXCESSIVE 
FLOODING, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer, 


Sirn:—Will you be good enough to insert 
| the following case, not so much for its rarity 
‘as for the great power of nature to rally 
from excessive hemorrhage, when aided 
) by artificial stimuli, I am, Sir, your's 
| obediently, 

J. H.C. W. Dexnam, M.R.CS.L. 


Stratton, Cornwall, Dec. 16, 1839, 


On the Ist of the present month 1 was- 
called hastily to attend E. B., eight months 
gone in her 7th pregnancy. On my arrival, 
I found her in a state of complete syncope. 


| No pulse could be felt at the wrist, and the 
| action of the heart so weak as with difficulty 


to be perceived. On examination, I found 
the loss of blood had been excessive ; the bed 
was completely saturated, and a considerable 
quantity had been caught in the chamber 
utensil by the attendants. I ascertained 
| from the mother and husband that she had 
flooded continually for nearly a month past; 
| but the quantity not being alarming, took 
but little notice of it, although from the 
commencement of that period up to the 
present date the quantity had certainly been 
increasing. From the circumstance of the 
hemorrhage commencing in the last months 
of pregnancy, its long continuance and gra- 
dual increase, and the absence of any acci- 
dental existing cause, I was led to suspect a 
placenta presentation, and the hemorrhage 
one of the unavoidable class ; and on intro- 
| ducing my fingers into the vagina, the pla- 
centa was distinctly felt, stretching across 
the mouth of the womb, at once confirming 
my suspicion, and giving the woman but 
little chance of her life, 
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Conceiving that the loss of the least pos- 
sible quantity of blood at this period would 
terminate her existence, I plugged the va- 
gina securely before [ resorted iv any stimuli, 
because of the almost extinct powers of life, 
which, however, I was at length pleased to 
find I had partially succeeded in, for within 
an hour the pulse were easily felt in the 
radial artery, and the heart acting strongly, 
but with a peculiar throb, more, I feared, 
from the artificial stimuli used than the 
natural one of blood. Having waited for 
the space of two hours (for there was no 
necessity for immediate manipulation, no 
hemorrhage could go on) the womb began to 
take on parturient action ; the woman now 
complained of pains of a bearing down cha- 
racter, which increased in frequency and 
severity. To aid this disposition of the 
womb, I prepared an infusion of ergot, and 
gave her two doses, which, however, in- 
creased the pains but a litile, although it 
had the effect of rousing the circulation 
considerably. 

Seeing no advantage in further delay, I 
Proceeded to introduce my hand into the 
womb, and bring ihe child into the world by 
the feet. When the plug was removed from 
the vagina, I found the os uteri lax and 
dilatable, and with very little difliculty 
indeed, my hand passed to the feet of 
the child, and grasped them. This had the 
effect of discharging a large quantity of 
liquor amnii, and almost instantly the womb 
contracted firmly, and the child was expelled 
with ease, it being small ; no hemorrhage 
of consequence followed the birth. The 
placenta I found largely separated from the 
womb when I introduced my hand (a cir- 
cumstance I availed myself of), both for the 
ease of doing so and the hope that the life 
of the child might be preserved by the part 
still adherent, if I could accomplish my 
object without further separation ; that hope, 
however, was delusive, for the child was 
dead, 

Immediately after the birth of the child, I 
took the placenta from its attachment, the 
uterus having but little power to expel it, 
being situated so low, and allowing it to 
remain any length of time so largely sepa- 
rated would have increaséd the risk of 
further hamorrhage, a thing I was most 
anxious to avoid, the woman being in a most 
exhausted state. To prevent subsequent 
relaxation of the uterus, a bandage was 
placed round the abdomen, and a compress 
applied over the fundus; and I am pleased 
to say the woman has recovered, though 
slowly, without one bad symptom, 


Mk. FLAVELL ON A CASE OF 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO PATHOLOGY, 
By Cuantes F, M.D., 
Physician to the Sheffield Infirmary, §¢. 


ANASARCA.—VALVULAR DISEASE OF THE HEART, 
—SINGULAR CAUSE OF DEATH. 


Ayn Buxton, a stout, rather broad-set 
young woman, aged 22, who had for some 
time past been employed as a domestic ser- 
vant, and had previously led a very irrre- 
gular life, was admitted into the infirmary, 
Oct. 25th, 1839, labouring under general 
anasarca, 

She stated that she had enjoyed good 
health till within ten days of her admission, 
when she was seized with a severe attack 
of diarrhoea, The purging,according to her 
account, continued for five days, and then 
entirely subsided ; immediately afterwards 
she perceived her lower extremities begin 
to swell, and the swelling had gradually 
increased till the time of her admission into 
the hospital. She positively declared that 
she had no swelling in any part of her body 
till after the suppression of the diarrhoea, 
and she now made no complaint of pain, 
dyspnoea, or palpitation of the heart, She 
stated that she passed urine abundantly, the 
bowels were moved once every day, 
the evacuations were natural in appear- 
ance. From this history of the case, I was 
induced to believe that the dropsical effu- 
sion did not depend on organic disease, but 
was rather to be attributed to the sudden 
cessation of the diarrhoea, 

When I saw her on the following day, she 
expressed herself as feeling better, I there- 
fore made no particular examination of the 
state of her chest, but ordered her some 
saline aperient medicine, in the hope that 
she would gradually improve. 

I next saw her on themorning of the 29th, 
when she made no complaint, except of the 
oedematous condition of the inferior extre- 
mities. On examining the limbs, I thought 
the swelling was rather increased, and I 
immediately suspected that the cause of the 
anasarca was more serious than I had at 
first anticipated. In order to satisfy myself 
on this point, I proceeded to examine the 
heart with the stethoscope. I placed the 
instrament immediately below the left 
mamma, and, on applying my ear, dis- 
tinctly heard a very loud bruit de scie. In 
less than half a minute, however, she began 
to sigh and gasp for breath, so that it was 
impossible to proceed with the examination. 
At the time I regarded the attack as hyste- 
rical: Ist, because she had never laboured 
under dyspnoea previously ; 2ndly, because 
she had been very cheerful and better than 
usual before the visit; and, 3rdly, because 


the patieuts in the same ward said that she 
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had been expressing great fear that I should 
examine her chest, as I had done several 
others at the previous visit. I ordered her 
a draught of sulphuric ether, and proceeded 
to examine my other patients; after I had 
done so, and before going up stairs into the 
men’s wards, as the dyspnoea continued, 
and the pulse was exceedingly feeble, I 
desired the nurse to apply a large mustard 
poultice to the chest, and some hot water to 
the feet. I was detained about half an hour 
up stairs, and on returning to her, she ex- 
pressed herself as feeling much better. 
The sinapism had been placed too low, I 
therefore ordered another to be applied 
higher, and, as I was obliged to leave the 
house, I directed the nurse to inform the 
house-surgeon if she was not better in an 
hour. 

I heard nothing of my patient until next! 
morning, when I received a note from the 
honse-surgeon, stating that she was exceed- 
ingly ill, and he feared would die. I im- 
mediately went down to the infirmary, where 
I found her sitting up in bed, supported by 
pillows, and breathing with extreme difii- 
culty ; the face was pale, the lips livid, the | 
extremities cold, and the pulse scarcely 
perceptible, I ordered her a mixture with 
ther and camphor to take every hour, 
and half an ounce of brandy, with warm 
water, every alternate half hour. Sinapisms 
were also directed to be applied to the 
calves of the leg. During the day she 
gradually improved, and on the following 
morning the surface of the entire body was 
quite warm, the pulse of much better 
Strength, and the dyspnoea less urgent. | 
The treatment was to be continued, but the 
brandy and zther given at longer intervals. 
On the next day she was still better, but 
complained of a sense of oppression about 
the heart ; the action was rather tumultuous, 
and the sounds duller than natural. I pre- 
scribed the application of six leeches to the 
region of the heart, and a mixture of liq. 
ammon, acet., camphor, and wther; the 
brandy was to be omitted unless there was 
any return of coldness of the surface. She 
expressed herself as being much relieved 
by the application of the leeches, but on the 
followiug morning she was not so well; 
the dyspnoca was considerable ; the tempe- 
rature of the body very low; the pulse ex- 
ceedingly feeble. She continued in this 
State throughout the day, and died on the 
morning of the 2nd inst., five days after the 
first attack of dyspnoea. 


Appearances 24 hours after Death. 


I examined the body. On opening the 
chest the appearance of the lungs was 
healthy ; but each lung was considerably 
congested posteriorly, and each cavity of 
the chest contained a large quantity of 
bloody serum. The heart was of natura] 


size, and no abnormal appearance was ob. , 


served on the right side, but on the left side 
the auriculo-ventricular valve was much 
indurated, thickened, and retracted. The 
valves of the aorta were healthy. The 
pericardium contained about six ounces of 
bloody serum. 

Abdomen. — The intestinal canal was 
healthy ; the liver large and soft, so that it 
easily broke down under the fingers; the 
spleen was normal in appearance, but the 
kidneys were larger aitd paler than natural, 
The head was not examined, 


Remarks, 


I have already observed that, at first, (I 
attributed the dyspnoea on the 29th to 
hysteria; it was not long, however, before 
I formed a very different diagnosis. The 


| following is very probably the explanation 


of the untoward symptoms and fatal result 
which followed the application of the 
stethoscope. There was extensive disease 
in the left auriculo-ventricular valve, but 
this did not incapacitate the heart for per- 
forming its functions whilst the circulation 
was in a normal state; when, however, 
the circulation was greatly excited, the 
heart was not equal to its duties. It ap- 
pears that the young woman had been 
anticipating with alarm a physical examina- 
tion of her chest. As soon as the stetho- 
scope was applied, through fear the cireu- 
lation became very much excited, The 
blood was carried to the left auricle much 
more quickly than natural, but the indu- 
rated valve afforded a mechanical obstruc- 
tion to its very rapid descent into the 
ventricle, and the retraction of the valve 
allowed sligkt regurgetation. The left 
auricle, therefore, in consequence of not 
being able to empty itself at each contrac 
tion, would not be able to receive the whole 
of the blood which was brought by the 
pulmonary veins; these veins would neces- 
sarily become hypermmatous, and the imme- 
diate consequence of this would be conges- 
tion of the whole system of vessels in the 
lungs. I need searcely say that the con- 
gested state of the lungs would aceount not 
only for the dyspnoea, but also for every 
other symptom which presented itself 
during the patient’s life. The cause of the 
quickness and smallness of the pulse, the 
coldness of the surface, Xc., are too obvious 
to require further notice, The effusion into 
the chest and pericardium was doubtless an 


| effort of nature to cure the disease, and, if I 
/am not mistaken, it points out what would 


have been the best treatment at the com- 
mencement, Probably if, instead of taking 
an wether draught, the young woman had 
been bled, her life would have been spared, 
But from the circumstances previous] 

mentioned, as well as from the fact that £ 
had not been able to make anything like a 
satisfactory examination of the state of the 
heart, I adopted an opposite method of 
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treatment. Our unsuccessful cases are 
sometimes of most service to ourselves and 
others, and therefore I particularly select 
them for publication, 


AFFECTION OF THE RESPIRATORY 
ORGANS, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir :—By inserting the following case, if 
you consider it of sufficient importance, in 
your valuable periodical, you will oblige 
your obedient servant, 

W. D. Tuonrson, 


Staty-bridge, Dec. 13th, 1839. 


On the 29th ultimo, at five o’clock, Pp. ™., 
I saw, in this neighbourhood, a fine male 
child, of 2} years, of a robust constitution, 
who was labouring under an attack of acute 
croup. He was seized (his parents stated) 
on the 27th ultimo, with hoarseness, sonor- 
ous respiration and cough, which symp- 
toms had daily increased in severity. 

When I saw him his countenance was 
swollen, and his lips were somewhat livid ; 
his respiration and cough were croupy; his 

y was hot, and he was thirsty and rest- 
less; his pulse was small, hard and quick ; 
and his external jugular veins dilated, 
nevertheless he had an inclination to play. 

He had ten leeches applied along the 
course (in the neck) of the trachea; after- 
wards he was bled, ad deliquium, in a 
hot bath, and two grains of calomel, and a 
quarter of a grain of tartar emetic were 
directed to be given to him every second 
hour, At nine o’clock, the same night, he 
was considerably improved. Directed that 
he should, during the night, be placed, ad 
deliquium, in a hot bath every second 
hour. On the following morning, at ten 
o’clock, he was considerably worse. The 
remedies directed to be employed, during 
the preceding night, had been neglected. 
Recommended another application of leeches 
along the course (in the neck) of the tra- 
chea, to be placed, ad deliquium, in a hot 
bath, and the doses of calomel and tartar 
emetic to be administered as before directed. 

At two o'clock, p.M., the remedies re- 
commended in the morning, had not been 
employed. He was comatose, and severely 
Struggling for his respiration; his pulse 
was quick, small, and hard, and his pupils 
contracted ; the tunic conjunctive were 
suffused with red blood, and the other 
symptoms were considerably aggravated. 

Being not aware (as there was no expec- 

toration) from what causes these symptoms 
arose, i.e., whether they arose from an 
increased vascularity and distention of the 
mucous membrane of the trachea, with 
spasms of the exterior of the tube, produc- 


CASES BY MR. THOMPSON AND MR. HOCKEN. 


tion of its exterior; hence a diminution of 
its calibre, and an obstruction of respira- 
tion; or whether they arose from those 
causes with fibrinous-exudations, and if so, 
how much each of the causes participated 
in producing the symptoms ; believing, if 
the symptoms arose from the two first 
causes, as he was plethoric, and not much 
exhausted, that prompt and copious bleed- 
ing was the principal remedy for his relief, 
and if they arose from the last cause = 
being not aware how much each of the 
causes participated in producing the symp- 
toms, and as the case was not complicated 
with bronchitis), probably it might be bene- 
ficial. It was the only remedy that I con- 
sidered the parents would permit to be 
adopted, as they held out no hopes of his 
recovery, consequently they were adverse 
to the employment of remedies, I requested 
permission to bleed him; the request was 
granted, judging that it would be more easy 
for him to die from bleeding, than from his 
present condition— suffocation, Having 
passed a ligature first around the one and 
then around the other arm, and fruitlessly 
searched for a suitable vein to bleed him 
from, I was attracted to the engorged and di- 
lated external jugular veius. I opened the left 
of them, aud the blood flowed from it in pleno 
rivo. He became rapidly aroused from his 
coma ; his breathing became less frequent, 
and more easy. The tunice conjunctive 
resumed their natural colour, and his pulse 
became slower and softer, Immediately 
complete syncope was produced, and he lay 
nearly an hour ia a prostrate and collapsed 
state; nevertheless his breathing, during 
this time, was performed with much greater 
facility. 

During the remainder of the day, and 
through the following night, he took six of 
the doses of calomel and tartar emetic. On 
the following morning his gums were swol- 
len, apparently affected by the calomel. 
Subsequently he took no medicine, save 
sufficient castor oil to move the bowels 
twice or three times daily, He progres- 
sively recovered, and is now in good health. 


LOCAL NERVOUS DISTURBANCE, 
Simulating Meningitis, Peritonitis, and 
Sciatica, in an 
HYSTERICAL FEMALE, 
FROM ABDOMINAL IRRITATION, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer, 
Sir :—I should feel much obliged by the 
insertion of the following case in your va- 
luable Journal. Your obedient servant, 
Epwarp Hocken, 
December 5, 1839. 


A tall, pale, thin, and delicate female, of 


ing a swelling of its interior, and contrac- 


the name of Scanes, who had suffered from 
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DR. LANKESTER ON POISONOUS BITES. 


hysteria previously, was attacked, at about 
the seventh month of pregnancy, from some 
slight and apparently inadequate excitiog 
causes, with the severe symptoms about to 
be described. 

During the whole period of pregnancy, 
which preceded the attack, she suffered se- 
verely from disturbed digestion, and abdo- 
minal irritation; there was frequent vomit- 
ing of undigested ingesta, pain in the left 
hypochondriac region, not increased on pres- 
sure, colicky pains in the abdomen, and the 
bowels alternately constipated and affected 
with diarrhoea; the excretions being always 
vitiated, and usually of a dark colour. 

At a period when the bowels were obsti- 
nately confined, about the seventh month of 
utero-gestation, she received a slight shock 
from tripping over the last stair in her de- 
scent, and was still further excited in the 
afternoon of the same day by quarrelling 
with her husband, Under these circum- 
stances, she was attacked with a severe 
rigor, followed by heat of skin, a rapid, 
jerking, but soft and feeble pulse, thirst, 
and dryness of the throat; there was the 
most violent cephalalgia, of a pulsating kind, 
especially complained of over the brows; 
intolerance of light, and some slight degree 
of amaurosis, and she was impatient of even 
the slightest noise; but the countenance was 
collapsed and pale, and she complained of 
vertigo and syncope on being raised into the 
erect posture; the abdomen was distended, 
and slightly painful; the urine pale and 
abundant; the tongue thickly coated with 
a brownish slimy fur; the respiration acce- 
lerated, and the breath highly offensive. 

Soon after the development of these symp- 
toms, the pain in the abdomen was greatly 
increased ; the most exquisite tenderness 
supervened ; she could not bear the weight 
of the bed-clothes, and the slightest touch 
was answered by a loud scream: but the 
tenderness on pressure was peculiar; she 
complained most loudly almost before the 
hand fairly reached the surface of the abdo- 
minal parietes, and firm pressure rather di- 
minished the pain than increased it. The 
pain originating in the abdominal viscera (’) 
extended down the thigh, at the inner and 
posterior part, in the course of the great 
sciatic nerve, and this added not inconsider- 
ably to the patient's distress. With the 
accession of these symptoms the head was 
in some measure relieved, the pulse conti- 
nuing very compressible and rapid, and ac- 
companied by a distinct jerk; the bowels 
still obstinately confined, and the urine dis- 
charged in large quantities. 

From a knowledge of the patient's pre- 
vious condition, the present intestinal de- 
rangement, and the peculiarity of the other 
symptoms, this was at once attributed to its 
right source. A dose of xv grs. of rheubarb, 
with five of calomel, and a similar quantity 
of some aromatic powder, was immedi- 
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ately administered, and an injection, con- 
taining half an ounce of the oleum terebin- 
thine purificatum, with half a drachm of 
sed. solut. of opium, and a sufficient quan- 
tity of the decoction of barley, The result 
of their combined operation was most satis- 
factory ; a large quantity of highly offen- 
sive, feculent, dark-coloured matter, con- 
taining scybalous masses, was speedily 
evacuated, and with almost immediate relief 
of the most pressing symptoms. On visiting 
her the next morning, she complained simply 
of slight headach, and of a pain extending 
down the sciatic aerve, symptoms which 
were speedily removed by subsequent treat- 
ment. By careful aitention to the functions 
of the alimentary canal, and to her general 
health, she quickly and perfectly recovered, 
and gave birth to a healthy foetus at the full 
time. 

In conclusion, I may remark, that these 
cases appear to have some decided connec- 
tion with an hysterical temperament; they 
rarely attain so complete and violent a de- 
gree as the present case, and without doubt 
depend on “ irritation,” as Dr. M. Hall 
states, of the nervous system, called into 
action by some slight exciting causes. 


BITES OF POISONOUS SNAKES AND 
REMEDIES, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sin:—The late communications in your 
Journal on the subject of the bites of poison- 
ous snakes, brought to my mind some ob- 
servations of Dr. Poeppy’s, which occur in 
the form of a notein his admirable work 
On Chili and Peru, As they contain some 
things that are probably new to the British 
reader, both on the habits of snakes, and 
thespecies of plants that produce the guaco, 
I have translated them, and beg to submit 
them for publication in Tae Lancer. I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 

Lankester, M.D, 
Campsall, near Doncaster, 
Dec. 16, 1839, 


(From Dr, Poerpy’s “ Reise in Chili et Peru 
und auf dem Amazonstrome.’’) 

The flamon, or jegon, which is found in 
the province Huaunco, and is called in May- 
nas, afaunida, and in the Brazils, sacurucu, 
appears, in some inconsiderable points, to 
differ from the Brazilian species, and was de- 
scribed by me on the spot.—(See Frorieps’s 
“ Notizen aus der Natur und Heilkunde,” 
Oct, 1831.) It is seen from 2 to 7 feet long ; 
the body is flat, and towards the tail un- 
proportionably thick, the tail itself appear- 
ing very short, and as if it were broken, 
The heart-shaped head about three inches 
broad in full-grown animals, and its extra- 
ordinary thin neck, indicate at the first 
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glance its poisonous nature, although snakes 
exist, which are very dangerous, and do uot 
sess these external characters. Their 
ideous appearance does not however pre- 
vent the Brazilian Indians from eating both 
the sacurucu and the jararaca (Trigo-no- 
cephalus flavescens, Cuiv.); and one sees with 
astonishment these frightful animals brought 
out of the woods of Ega and Coaci for the 
purposes of food, His brown yellow colour 
and rough black obliqne bands, give the 
flamon a great resemblance to the soil, and 
to the decayed leaves of the thick forests 
in whose darkest spots he loves to conceal 
himself, and thus increases his dangerous- 
ness. They vary in colour and size in dif- 
ferent districts. Fortunately they are no 
where very frequent, and the first and only 
living individual that I encountered, in my 
daily excursions through the thickest 
woods about Pampayaco, brought my life 
into the greatest danger. 

The Indians are universally of opinion, 
that the greater number of snakes sleep 
through the dry season of the year, and only 
become visible after the commencement of 
the rain, but that then their poison is doubly 
dangerous. The flamon never avoids a 
foot passenger, but rather awaits whatever 
approaches, confiding in his fearful wea- 
pons, and winding himself together into a 
spiral, after the manner of the rattle-snake, 
out of the centre of which the lurking head 
is projected forth. Without being trod 
upon, or in any way injured, the malicious 
creature strikes at the foot of the incau- 
tious traveller, or of cows, mules, ounces, 
&c., and produces a wound, which although 
it cannot be considered absolutely fatal, 
yet frequetly costs the life of those attacked. 

he flamon is never seen otherwise than 
lying indoleptly, and in all probability he 
seizes the smaller mammalia and amphibia, 
in the same way as the rattlesnake and 

at boa (yacumamau) of Maynas, that is 

y. means of a kind of fascination, which 
is produced by his unmoved gazing upon 
them, which apparently deprives them of 
their senses, and prevents voluntary flight. 
The Indians of Maynas even believe that 
hunters themselves may be thus fascinated, 
unless some one near by a rod be- 
tween the individual and the serpent, and 
thus interrupts the attracting stream which 
they suppose to exist between the two. 
In the United States attempts have been 
recently made, to vindicate the fact of the 
existence of this fascination of small ani- 
mals. I have myself observed something 
of the same kind. I saw a great lurking 
snake, after wore than a quarter of an hour, 
secure a frog which had been rendered 
powerless and incapable of flight during 
that time, and at last in a kind of despair 
attempted to make a spring in the direction 
of the snake, which cost him his life. 

The treatment of the bites of suakes by 
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the natives is very various in different parts 
of the country. They brought me water in 
which the root of a large cypress had been 
squeezed, and amongst the Peruvians great 
confidence is placed in an abominable mix- 
ture (excrementa humana aqua soluta pro 
potu largiter hauriendo, nec non pro vulneris 
cataplasmate adhibentur), The excision and 
cauterization of the wound immediately em- 
ployed is undoubtedly the safest plan, 

in the Alleghanies of Pennsylvania I 
knew a hunter, who had twice in his life 
been delivered by this means; having after 
the bite of a rattlesnake, with true Indian 
hardihood cut oat the fleshy part in the 
form of a hole, and filling it several times 
with gunpowder, suffered it to be fired, 
Around Cuchero much is thought of the ex- 
ternal and internal use of tuberosa ( Mar- 
gueritas, Polianthes tuberosa, L.), which, 
perhaps, on this account is generally planted, 
The most active means, however, is the 
guaco, a twining plant, which is very 
abundant in Maynas, and is grown on the 
skirts of little plantations, taking the place 
of the twining lianus of such places, and 
agrees accurately with mukania guaco, 
It is easily known by the large indigo- 
blue spots that mark the under surface 
of its rough leaves. This spotted cha- 
racter is presented by many similarly-em- 
ployed plants, as the blue-black spotted 
stalks of calladium helleborifolium; and 
in the heart-shaped leaves, with a dark- 
blood-red under surface, of an aristolochia, 
Maynas, Whether the knowledge of the 
curative powers of the guaco was first 
brought from Quito to Heralagia by the 
missionaries, or whether the Indians have 
known this plant of old, is uncertain; the 
last meritorious intendente militar of May- 
nas, Reavena, sought to extend it generally. 
The employment is very simple, the wound 
is somewhat extended, and the fresh- 
pressed juice is dropped into it, the sur- 
rounding parts are repeatedly covered with 
the pressed leaves, aud the juice is also 
taken by the mouth. The tincture made 
with common brandy is also much cele- 
brated and recommended to travellers as a 
secure and easily-carried means of cure. 
In Guayaguil little cakes are formed out of 
the fresh-bruised plants, which when dried 
in the sun retain their activity for a long 
time. The effect of the guaco is not in all 
cases alike quick and decided, but obser- 
vations on bitten persons, both in Maranon 
and Ega, prove that after 24 hours’ use the 
swelling had ceased, the pain vanished, 
and, with the exception of little ulcers, the 
cure had been effected. In Yuimaguas, 
and especially around Muniches, every 
year several persons are bitten by snakes, 
but the guaco had acted so efficiently, that, 
in the memory of men only two chil- 
dren were known to have died from such 
wounds, Only against one kind of snuke 
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is this remedy said to be useless, the unuca 
machacaya, which is of a lively green colour, 
and about three feet long. 

The guaco, of Colombia, jndging from some 
leaves that were brought by merchants to 
Nasso, coming down from Moyobamba, is 
entirely the same as that of Ymimaguas, 
Pebas, and Ega. Both as a remedy and a 
prophylactic, it has made a great noise in 
Colombia, and a long essay of Dr. Man, 
Maria Zuigano (Gazeta de Bogota, 182)) 
gives some valuable information, which, on 
the supposition that they may not be gene- 
rally known, I have given an abstract of, 
leaving out those facts which Visey ( Bulletin 
de Pharm: VI. p. 244) has made known 
and derived from the same source :—** The 
guaco is known and treasured in all Colom- 
bia as an infallible remedy, and the experi- 
ments of Drs. J. C. Mutis and D. N. Mutis, 
in Mariquita, and Dr. P. F. Vargas, give 
favourable results. In the snake-infested 
Choco, especially around Buenaventura, its 
employment is very old. In the forests of 
Magdalena and Caqueza it has been lately 
introduced by the zeal of the priests. Ac- 
cording to the report of Father Nieto, 220 
natives were bitten in Fomeque, within 11 
years, but, with the exception of eight 
persons, they were all cured through the 
treatment of the guaco, lemon-juice, and 
salts. In the parish of Ubaque more than 
200 persons were bitten in 14 years, and, 
with the exception of a girl, in whose case 
no remedy was applied, they were all cured 
by the use of the guaco, D. Andres Perez, 
rector of Caqueza, had preserved many of 
his parishioners by means of the guaco, 
which he had employed externally and 
internally, in combination with the cupping 
glasses and ammonia and oil, He tells an 
anecdote, which sounds rather fabulous, of 
the effects of the guaco upon the snakes 
itself. One of the poisonous kind having 
had some of the juice administered to it, 
fell into a state of stupefaction, and after- 
wards, in spite of several bites, it was no 
longer in a condition to kill even a little 
dog, as its poison had lost its activity. The 
inoculation with the use of the guacu has 
long been used in Colombia as a preserva- 
tive. D. Josemaria Esteves, Bishop of St. 
Marto, subjected all Indians to this opera- 
tion, the consequence of which was, that 
they lost all fear of snakes.” In this account 

is undoubtedly some exaggeration, 
but that the plant possesses considerable 
powers is to me certain, from the numerous 
opportanities I have had of observing its 
effects on bitten Indians. A new medicine, 
under the name of guaco-root, was brought 
a few years since from Vera Croz to Ham- 
burgh (see Pfaff Mittheil. and Gaz. d. Med. 
Chirurg. u. Pharm., 1833, p. 352); but it 
possessed no properties in common with the 
nukaing guaco, and the root of the plant is 
not used by the Indians. 


Besides the guaco, there is a little plant 
with yellow blossoms (herpestes colubrina), 
which is said to be still more active. The 
truth of this assertion I have had no oppor- 
tunities of confirming. At Lamas the dor- 
stenia tubicina, R. Pav., which is very com- 
mon there, is used. In Ega they employ 
aristolochia cynanchifolia mart., and the 
fallen leaves of some unknown herbaceous 
plants, probably of a lesbaina or sume of the 
rubiaca, 

The symptoms, after a wound by a snake, 
are in the highest degree alarming. In my 
own case the pain commenced in the ingui- 
nal glands in less than ten minutes after the 
bite, and with such violence and so rapid 
swelling that the free use of the entire limb 
was lost. After a quarter of an hour, nau- 
sea, pain in the head, dimness of the eyes, 
and a partial palsy of the tongue came on; 
and at the same an indescribable burning 
sensation, apparently more in the course 
of the bones than between the muscles, oc- 
curred in the wounded foot. In less than 
half an hour the fever had reached a great 
height, the operation* was over, and the 
repeated fits of fainting were followed by 
stupefaction, which probably gave te the 
external observer the appearance of actual 
death, During this state, which lasted 
about eigh, hours, some blood flowed from 
the nose, which is considered by the Indians 
a fatal sign. On awaking, the rending pain 
was very severe, but changed in its cha- 
racter; the leg, even up to the hip, was 
swollen toa frightful size, perfectly immove- 
able, cold, and on the surface destitute of 
feeling, but sensible, even to pain, of the 
slightest shaking ; the breast and upper arm 
of the same side were likewise swollen, 
A copious perspiration, with fever and head- 
ach, had commenced, consciousness was 
perfect, and a crisis was evident, Fomenta- 
tions of polianthes and macilaginous drinks 
were used, and the wound was dressed by 
an Indian, with a warm poultice, made from 
the leaves of tobacco and the solanum in- 

num, R. Pav., a beautiful tree, which in 
the neighbourhood grew very abundantly ; 
but it was two weeks before the swelling 
would permit even the leaving of the bed, 
The wound healed very slowly, and only at 
last closed by the constant use, for many 
weeks, of the very astringent bark of the 
macronemum corymbosum, R. Pav. The 
fever left after the establishment of suppu- 
ration, and the peculiar pain of the poisons 


* This operation, which is described in 
the text, consisted in the excision, or, rather, 
from the want of better instruments, in the 
tearing away by a pack-needle, a portion of 
the skin and muscle in the region of the 
wound, and the subsequent application of a 
piece of red-hot gold, the superstition of the 
Peruvian not allowing them to apply silver 
or iron, —TRANSLATOR. 
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ing disappeared at the same time. Noother 
consequence was felt besides a kind of 
nervous sensibility, disagreeable enough, 
which produced a shuddering and trembling 
at the slightest noise during an excursion, 
and induced great horror at even the sight 
of a dead snake. 

Whether ammonia is useful against the 
bites of American snakes I do not know; 
little confidence is placed in it in the interior 
of America. Arsenic and corrosive subli- 
mate are both celebrated ia Peru and Colom- 
bia. But prevention is better than cure, 
and by an adequate clothing for the feet, 
and other little foresights, preservation from 
the ordinary possibilities of wounding may 
be ensured, as poisonous snakes in hot 
regions are nothing near so frequent as is 
generally supposed, 


CASE OF POISONING BY NUX 
VOMICA, 
By R. Duxvas Tuomson, M.D. 


Tuts case formed the subject of an in- 
quest before the late Mr. Stirling. A young 
girl, named Sarah Crabbe, was brought in a 
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coach to the University College Hospital. 
Her head hung down when seated on a 
chair; the face was pale; the eyes open 
and bright; the arms flexible. On feeling 
the pulse, Mr. Taylor pronounced, to the 
surprise of those around, that the body was 
lifeless. The cheeks, from an ashy pale- 
ness, became, two or three days after, of the 
natural florid colour. It appeared, in evi- 
dence, that the deceased had only been in 
the service of her master, a penmaker, a few 
days; she was then 18 years old, in excel- 
lent health, and very cheerful. About the 
middle of the week she came to him and 
said there was no butter; he gave her a 
shilling to procure some; as she did not 
return, his wife missed her at a quarter 
before nine. After this hour no tidings 
were heard of her till half-past seven in the 
evening, when her father-in-law, who said 
he was a distant relation, called with 
another respectable man, and examined the 
drawers in the kitchen. Among other 
things a powder was found, said to be 
burnt alum, a tumbler washed out with 
soap suds, and a pail in which she had 
vomited a greenish-yellow matter, quite 
different to anything seen in common sick- 
ness. The deceased had stated to a little 
girl, a cousin of her master, that on the 
previous day, before breakfast, she had 
mixed up some sugar of lead to do her 
gown with, and had swallowed it because 
she was thirsty. It appeared from the evi- 
dence further adduced, that she had formed 
an attachment to a young man at Dartford, 
who rather slighted her. Three weeks 


before she left her mother’s house smartl 
dressed, had a new pair of boots on, ae 
without telling any one, walked all the way 
to Dartford to ascertain the cause of her 
sweetheart’s silence. He was not prepared 
for the visit, procured a bed for her ata 
respectable inn, and sent her off, by a cart 
going to town, at 6 o’clock the next morn- 
ing. A nurse, who gave her evidence, 
stated that she had known the young woman 
nine months, She came to witness’s house, 
in Camden-terrace, at 10 o’clock (when she 
went out for the butter); was very gay and 
cheerful ; stopped the afternoon; said she 
came to take a cup of tea: talked over her 
future prospects; expected to be married 
very soon, and to go into business witha 
young man living inthe country. About 4 
o'clock she said, “I'll fetch some milk, 
nurse,” She returned with it ; they dranktea, 
about 5 o’clock the nurse went to fetch in 
some clothes drying in the yard; on re- 
turning, the young woman was seated ina 
chair; the nurse said, “Why, Sarah, you 
appear drowsy.” She answered, “I am,” 
and then exclaimed, *‘ Oh dear, how ill T 
am; I have taken poison.” She had got it, 
she said, from the chemist’s just by. The 
chemist admitted he had sold her a penny- 
worth of nux vomica, a little while before, 
to kill rats. On going back from the che- 
mist’s, the nurse found her very ill indeed ; 
left the landlady of the house to take care 
of her, and, after calling on four surgeons, 
found one who came to see her, and gave 
her a powder which made her vomit, and 
yielded her some relief. She fell on the 
floor ; struggled dreadfully, violently ; was 
placed on the bed; threw up a large 
quantity of blood, and nearly spoiled the 
bed. She was heard to exclaim, “Oh, 
what would I give to be saved!” In the 
coach she was very still and quiet, the vio- 
lent struggles were over; as she was car- 
ried out of the coach she drew a deep sigh— 
her last. The verdict brought in was, 
“ Poisoned herself in a state of temporary 
derangement.” 


Post mortem examination. (From Mr. 
Taylor's Note-book.) 


The body fully developed, and exceed- 


ingly well-formed, covered with a thick . 


layer of fat; pupils in the natural state ; 
hair dark. 

Head.—Dura mater presented, externally, 
several bloody points of considerable size ; 
brain large ; veins between the convolutions 
very much distended ; a rather considerable 
effusion of blood within the cavity of the 
arachnoid, lying on the upper surface of the 
convolution, especially in the right hemi- 
sphere. The congestion and effusion here 
were more marked than in more depending 
parts of the brain. Great congestion of the 
vessels of the pia mater ; no liquid effusion 
under the arachnoid ; the substance of the 
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brain not so soft as might have been ex- 
pected five days after death ; cortical sub- 
stance of a much deeper or browner gray 
than in health; white substance, on incision, 
exhibited numerous large bloody points of a 
darker colour than in health ; a little serum 
near the lateral ventricle; choroid plexus 
congested ; corpora striata of deep gray 
colour; cerebellum presented signs of con- 
gestion similar to those of the cerebrum, 
especially rather dark colour of the gray 
substance. 

Chest.—Heart normal, containing little 
blood ; calibre of the aorta small, embracing 
the point of the index finger soon after its 
exit from the heart; a little bloody serum in 
pericardium ; lungs of a pretty uniform 
deep red colour, and tolerably filled with 
blood; a little bloody serum in left pleura; 
no sign of any disease in them, 

Abdomen.—Lower half only of oesophagus 
examined, For two or three inches the 
mucous membrane considerably injected ; 
then occurred an interval of paleuess, after 
which it was red down to the termination, 
The stomach, of the usual size and form, 
contained a moderate quantity of fluid, in 
which, as well as adhering to its coats, was 
a considerable quantity of a darkish gray 
powder, The mucous membrane entire in 
its whole extent; not thickened; in its 
small curvature were lines of fine pink 
capilli-form injection; very considerable 
injection in the grand cul de sac, with many 
points of ecchymosis. The gray powder 
was adherent here in unusual quantity, as 
well as towards the pylorus, and which also 
presented similar morbid appearances, 

Intestines, externally, of a red colour, 
apparently from imbibition; not further 
examined, 

Spleen rather soft. 

Liver and gall-bladder.—Nothing particu- 
lar remarked. 

Pancreas rather of a deep red colour. 

Kidnies deep red, especially the tubular 
portion, 

Bladder not examined; contains some 
urine. 


Womb rather large; contained a good | 
deal of gelati-form mucus. The mucous | 
membrane, for half or three quarters of an) 
inch from fundus downwards, considerably | 
congested. Left ovary converted into a 
serous cyst; none of the normal structure | 
remaining ; right ovary, one corpus luteum, | 


Chemical Examination of the Contents of the | 
Stomach, 


The quantity of the contents of the sto- 
mach, obtained for analysis, amounted to | 
abouta fluid ounce, It possessed the con- 
sistence of treacle, and exhibited the ap- 
pearance of digested animal food or chyme. | 
A similar mixture may be produced by | 
digesting muscle, cut into small pieces, in 
some dilute acids, at atemperature equal 
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to that of the human body. This is a point 
of interest, because it did not appear from 
the evidence that any food had been taken 
during the whole of the day, up to four 
o’clock p.m. The nature of the contents of 
the stomach, however, demonstrate that 
animal food had been swallowed. The 
odour of the fluid mass was strongly ace- 
tous; litmus test-paper, when introduced 
into it, was immediately reddened. A 
similar effect was produced when a portion 
of the matter was brought in contact with a 
solution of litmus in distilled water. 

About one half of the matter was intro- 
duced into a flask by means of a small tube 
terminating in a capillary aperture. The 
fluids thus mixed were boiled over a spirit- 
lamp for twenty minutes, two ounces of 
distilled water, acidulated with sulphuric 
acid, being previously added. It exhaled 
a strong smell of nutmeg; the whole was 
then thrown upon a filter ; the solid matter* 
remaining on the filter was well washed 
with boiling distilled water. The liquid 
which passed through the filter was evapo- 
rated on the sand-bath, and mixed with 
some finely-powdered marble; the whole 
was reduced to dryness. This was pul- 
verised and introduced into a flask; suc- 
cessive portions of alcohol were then boiled 
with it, until the spirit ceased to be colour- 
ed, and to afford a residuum on evapora- 
tion. The alcoholic solution was then 
filtered, the residuum washed, and the solu- 
tion evaporated to dryness. The residue 


* The residuum on the filter was a coarse 
whitish brown powder; a portion was 
heated on charcoal before the blowpipe. 
Sulphauretted hydrogen was evolved, and 
metallic globules were speedily produced, 
which cut like lead, being quite soft. To 
prove the nature of the metal still more dis- 
tinctly, a small portion was placed in a 
watch-glass and covered with common 
aerated water. A white powder soon began 
to appear, which increased in quantity 
every day. It was soluble, with efferves- 
cence, in dilute nitric acid, showing that it 
was carbonate of lead. The powder, after 
digestion in water, was dried and exposed 
to the heat of a spirit-lamp ; copions fumes 
of decomposed animal matter were evolved, 
and a gas was given out which caught fire 
and burned. A white powder remained, 
which, when treated by the process of re- 
duction, was entirely converted into metal- 
lic lead. The various solutions and residue 
afforded no trace of the presence of alumina, 
showing that the alum, if any had been 
swallowed, had been carred away from the 
stomach, while the lead, which had been 
taken nine hours before death, still remain- 
ed. A case is noticed in the German 
journals where lead was found in the sto- 
mach three days after it had been introduced 
into that viscus. 
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occupied the bottom of the porcelain bason, 
in the form of a thin brown coating, pos- 
sessing an intensely bitter taste, which 
deliquesced in the air; this matter was 
again dissolved in alcohol, When caustic 
ammonia was added to this solation brown 
flakes fell inabundance, With nitric acid 
a yellow characteristic solution was formed. 
When evaporated, the brown residue pos- 
sessed a powerfully bitter taste. I then 
tried the effect of sulpho-cyanide of potas- 
sium, and obtained indistinct crystals, but 
not of such correct delineation as to warrant 
the praise which Artus has bestowed upon 
this test. The former characters, however, 
sufficiently demonstrate that the substance 
under examination was strychnin. 

A solution of the strichnin in alcohol was 
introduced under the skin, on the back of a 
full-grown green linnet, and a small portion 
of the powder was placed in its mouth. 
The bird soon began to be spasmodically 
affected in the legs and wings, and after 
some time died with symptoms of coavulsed 
legs and wings, and retraction of the head. 

rks.—In reviewing the preceding 
case, there are some points which deserve 
notice in a medico-legal point of view. 

1. The verdict —W as it a logical deduction 
from the facts brought forward in evidence? 
We cannot decide that an individual is in- 
sane from one single isolated fact ; for insa- 
nity is a series of facts or acts properly 
inferred from an imaginary origin, There 
does not appear to have been anything 
analogous, as far as the evidence goes, 
in the instance under consideration, and no 
one could have been justified in even sus- 
pecting the unfortunate girl of insanity, from 
any act which she had committed previous 
to the last awful step of which she was 
guilty. When the poison began to act, she 
regretted her crime, which was certainly 
not characteristic of i ity. The rational 
explanation appears to be that she had 
formed an attachment which was only tem- 
porarily reciprocal. Having boasted to 
various individuals of her love, her vanity 
was galled by her inability to demonstrate 
to her friends any return of affection from 
her reputed lover; and having corresponded 
with him, and receiving no answer to her 
letters, she paid him a visit, which was not 
well received. This circumstance preyed 
upon her mind in her solitude, and she erro- 
neously reasoned that it was preferable for 
her to commit suicide than to survive an 
unreturned love and the taunts of her ac- 
quaintances, The cause of her crime was 
a false morality, not insanity. 

2. The only treatment adopted was an 
emetic. In the absence of a stomach-pump, 
it was proper to have recourse to this pallia- 


tive. But in every case where nux vomica 
has been swallowed, the stomach should be 
emptied of its contents completely, and then 
out with 


carefully and frequently wash 
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lukewarm water. This treatment is neces- 
sary, because the insoluble powder becomes 
mechanically adherent to the coats of the 
stomach, and requires repeated and some- 
what forcible efforts to remove it from its 
place. It is impossible to impress too 
strongly upon medical men the absolute 
necessity of their having always at hand this 
important instrument, aud great readiness in 
its application. 

3. The lead, which had been swallowed 
nine hours before death, was detected in the 
stomach in considerable quantity, showing 
that when a salt of lead enters into that 
viscus, it combines with the animal matter, 
and no longer exists in its original state, 
This subject I have discussed elsewhere at 
considerable length. (Lancer, volume 
1837-38, p. 279.) 


THE DUBLIN LYING-IN HOSPITAL 
AND 
DR. KENNEDY’S LECTURES, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer, 


Str:—The remarks on the “ System of 
Education pursued at the Dublin Lying-in 
Hospital ” have amused me pot a little; for 
having recently attended the practice of that 
institution I happen to know something of 
the matter. To that portion of your corre- 
spondent’s letter which relates to the comfort 
and well-being of the patients, I have 
nothing to object. It is also equally remote 
from my intention to question the opportuni- 
ties of practical observation which the cha- 
rity affords; but upon the “ system of 
education” I shall trouble you with a little 
of my own personal experience. 

I entered as a pupil of the above institu- 
tion in August, 1838, having been, in some 
measure, induced to do so by an advertise- 
ment (similar to those which appear from 
time to time in your widely-spreading 
Journal) in an English provincial paper, 
setting forth the opportunities, not merely, 
as it appeared, of practical observation, 
bat also of scientific information, enjoyed by 
the pupils of the hospital. The advertise- 
ment stated that Dr. Evory Kennedy (the 
master) delivered four courses of lectures 
annually. It did not state that these lectures 
were chiefly upon cases occurring in the 
Hospital, or upon such subjects as might 
best suit the master’s convenience; nor that 
their delivery was contingent upon the de- 
mands of Dr. Evory Kennedy’s practice ; nor, 
that in the event of his services being re- 
quired by the lady of a noble lord, in a 
remote part of Ireland, the Doctor would 
attend that noble lord’s noble lady, even 
though his doing so might occasion his ab- 
sence from Dublin for a whole fortnight, 
and the loss of six or seven lectures to his 
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. (The lecturer’s extreme impunc- 
tuality was rot mentioned in the advertise- 
ment.) It was, therefore, left to be inferred, 
that these advertised courses of lectures 
were to be systematic, and upon the theory 
and practice of midwifery; and that they 
would be delivered. 

Now, Sir, the reverse of all this, of all 
that might reasonably be expected, was the 
fact. I attended the autumn course of 
1838, with the exception of three, or, at the 
most, four lectures, at the commencement. 
The Doctor, as I above stated, omitted six, 
seven, or more lectures, towards the close. 
(I find a hiatus in my note-book, from the 
5th of October to the 26th. 1 am satisfied 
that there was no omission on my part. The 
lecture-days were Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday), At the end of October the Doctor 
considered his course terminated by lapse 
of time, and, by the way, treated us to as 
fine a specimen of blarney, in a farewell 
address, as ever I heard or read of. Now, 
Sir, at the expiration of this course, I had 
obtained as much systematic knowledge of 
the science of obstetricy as at the commence- 
ment. True, I had heard one or two uncon- 
nected lectures upon the use of the lever 
and forceps ; but I had been told buf little, 
but very little, of the mechanism of partu- 

ion. I was utterly uninstructed as to the 
structure of the Graafian vesicle, and the 
mode of formation of corpora lutea. I had 
heard nothing of the period of the descent 
of the ovum into the uterus, of the manner of 
its nourishment when there, of the distinc- 
tions between true and false conceptions, of 
the signs and symptoms of pregnancy, or of 
the diseases with which it may be con- 
founded. 

After having resided, then, nearly three 
months in Dublin, I found that it was neces- 
sary to the object for which I had left Eng- 
Jand, and for which I persuaded a young wife 
to brave the terrors of the sea and the disa- 
greeables of an Irish lodging- house, to de- 
termine upon remaining six montha longer, 
in order to attend a systematic course of 
lectures, in which all the above-named 
subjects, besides many more, would be 
treated of. Jt was well that I could do this; 
that I chanced to be in Dublin at the commence- 
ment of the lecture season, 

Haviog thus determined upon the sacrifice 
of time, and of money that was necessary to 
maintenance during that time, it is true that 
I should, asa pupil of the Hospital, have 
been free to attend the lectures of Dr. W. 
Murphy, in the adjoining Mariborough- 
street School, and I take the opportunity of 
admitting that this privilege of the pupils of 
the Hospital is menti in the advertise- 
ment. It is not stated, however, that there 
is any difference between the subject-matter 
of these lectures and those of Dr. Kennedy ; 
and reasonably it may, therefore, be inferred 
that they differ only in the comparative 
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copiousness with which they treat the same 
subject. I have heard Dr. Murphy speak 
at meetings of the Dublin Obstetric Society, 
and believe him to be a superior man, I, 
however, preferred the instructions of a 
person of more established reputation, and 
entered, therefore, to the lectures of Dr. 
Montgomery, the fee to which is four 
guineas. I found, them, however, to be 
abundantly well worth the money, and I 
would strongly recommend them to every 
one who may be desirous of obtaining clear 
ideas of the whole science and practice of 
obstetricy. They will see no airs about this 
gentleman, least of all those of a person 
who imagines that he is conferring a mighty 
great favour; nothing but the simple ear- 
nestness of the philosopher who is anxious 
to communicate information, and who is 
most happy and lucid by the clearness of 
style, and his great ingenuity in so doing, 
Dr. Montgomery has an excellent museum, 
in which every preparation is numbered, and 
its nature explained in a book of reference. 
To this museum the Doctor’s pupils have 
free access. 

But to return to the “ system of instrac- 
tion” of the Dublin Lying-in Mospital. 
Your correspondent is highly eulogistic of 
Dr. E. Kennedy's clinical teaching. During 
the time of my pupilage there was absolutely 
no such thing. I sometimes, it is true, saw 
the Doctor muttering, laughing, and winking 
with one or two favoured pupils (men with 
larger organs of veneration than myself); 
but what it was all about I could rarely 
learn without direct application to one of 
those favoured few. But clinical instruc- 
tion addressed to the class, there was none 
whatever. From Mr. Herdman, one of the 
assistants (I will not pay him the dishonest, 
equivocal compliment of ** Doctor”-ing bim), 
I frequently derived valuable information, 
conveyed in a gentlemanlike, unassuming 
manner, and I observed in him the greatest 
readiness to afford such information either 
to myself or any one else. The patients of 
the Dispensary, to whom your correspondent 
alludes, were seen and prescribed for, duri 
most of my time, sometimes in a cupb 
with a window in it in the porter’s lodge, 
sometimes in the open air; for about a 
month, it is true, in lecture-room, This 
last (by the way) is, for a lecture-room, a 
very poor place indeed. It contains the 
museum, 

Your correspondent has omitted to notice 
a very good little obstetric library — 
the means of improvement at the comm 
of the hospital pupils. The subscription is 
half-a-crown. It does not, however, contain 
Montgomery on Pregnancy—a work that it 
would be impertinent in me to eulogise. 
Bat, to conclude, though the conduct of 
Dr. E. Kennedy, as respects his lectures, is 
clearly chargeable with deficient fairness 
and candour, the evil is not to be attributed 
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solely to him, bat partly to the defective 
regulations of the charity, which do not 
compel the master to confine himself to the 
ample emoluments of his office, but suffer 
him to be liable to the temptations of private 
practice. Dr. Kennedy himself, though 
about the most unsystematic, immethodical 
person I ever met with, appears to me to 
possess first-rate knowing faculties, with 
great mechanical skill and ingenuity; and 
to be one whom nature and opportunities 
have combined to render au excellent ob-| 
Stetric physician and surgeon. I am, Sir, 
your obedient servant, 
A Lover or Trutn. 
Bristol, Dec. 9th, 1839, 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Saturday, December 14, 1839. 


Mr. Streeter, President. 
TUMOURS IN THE BRAIN AND SPINAL CANAE.— 
DISCUSSION ON THE ANASARCA FOLLOWING 
SCARLET FEVER, 


Mr. Sxow laid before the Society two! 
portions of a substance about the size of 


NERVOUS CENTRES. 


originally robust and healthy habit, had 
injured his constitution by frequent in- 
toxication and exposures to cold. Four 
years before his death he went into Spain 
as a military officer, and, during his stay 
there, contracted both syphilis and rheuma- 
tism on several occasions. He returned to 
England after two years. In the month of 
December, 1838, after having been much 
exposed to cold and moisture, his neck 
became stiff and painful, the pain being 
increased on moving the head laterally, or 
bending it forward so as to bring the chia 
in contact with the sternum. The right 
shoulder-joint also became rigid and pain- 
ful, and the motion of the right arm some- 
what impaired; which symptom having 
continued for three weeks, the whole arm 
became motionless, with the exception of 
the fingers, over which he had the power of 
motion for fourteen days afterwards, but at 
the end of that time they also became im- 
moveahle, Soon afterwards he began to 
experience weakness in the left arm, and 
this gradually increased until about four- 
teen days before he died, at which period 
the motive power of the member was lost, 
He experienced, at the same time, slight 
weakness in the inferior extremities, which 


Pigeons’ eggs, and about as hard as wax, 4 few days before his death, after exposure 
which he had taken from the brain of a to cold, had increased to such an extent that 
child which had died of chronic hydroce- | he was unable to walk. He was at this 
phalus. He said that he was uncertain|time also seized with severe pains in the 
whether they were tumours or hardened ®¢ck and hips. In a few days the lower 
portions of brain. One of them occupied ex'remeties became motionless, the right 


the situation of the right corpus striatum; leg being first paralysed, and inspiration 
it was white and homogenous, and was not| became so much affected that he breathed 


enclosed in a cyst, but seemed continuous| ¥ery imperfectly. In this state, with all 
with the surrounding structnre. The the extremities motionless, rigid, and con- 
other was found in the posterior part of the | tracted, sensation was unaffected. He bad 
cerebellum, on the left side ; this, also, was a slight difficulty in voiding his urine; he 
white throughout. A smaller tumour was / remained in this state until his death, which 
also found on the right side of the cere-| took place on the 12th of March, 1839. The 
bellum, and the dura mater and other,mem- | structure of the brain and the bones of the 
branes adhered to the brain in two or three | vertebra was healthy. Between the theca 


places by a dense white substance, similar 
to that exhibited, which dipped into the 
cortical portion. The ventricles contained 


vertebralis and the body of the fourth cervi- 
cal vertebra there was a small quantity of 
extravasated blood, which probably escaped 
from the vertebral veins, although several 


five or six ounces of fluid, and the sutures 
of the cranium were widely separated. The | Small veins on the external surface of the 
child was two and a half years of age, and | theca, close to the clot, were noticed to be 
had been ill the greater part of its life, but | much congested with blood, The arachnoid 
Mr. Snow had seen it only for two or three | ™embrane of the spine contained about an 
weeks before its death. It was suffering| ounce and a half of clear serous fluid; it 
from pyrexia, and apparently pain in the! Was otherwise healthy. Within the ante- 
head. For the last two or three days it lay | Tior columns of the spinal marrow, at the 
in a comatose state, with the pupil insen- | origin of the third cervical nerves, there 
sible to light, and the hands and feet con- | 43 4 tumour of a rounded form, equal in 
tracted. size to a small common nut, rather hard, and 
No discussion following this case, internally of a reddish appearance, involving 
Mr. Roverick exhibited some drawings | the orgin of both the right and left third 
illustrative of cervical nerves. Both of the anterior 
columns were slightly softened for about 
CASES OF TUMOUR IN THE SPINAL CANALs| one inch from the tumour upwards, and 
TERMINATING IN PARALYSIS, half an inch downwards, as well as in a 
of which he related the following particu-| few other places along the dorsal portion o. 
lars:—A gentleman, 28 years of age, of| the columns, 
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ANASARCA AFTER SCARLATINA. 


The symptoms present in this case, Mr. 
Roderick observed, were sufficient to de- 
monstrate the presence of disease in the 
spinal marrow ; but the peculiarity of the 
case consisted in the fact of the tumour 
having interfered with the functions of the 
anterior columns of the spinal marrow and 
the phrenic nerves, so that the tumour pro- 
duced the death of the patient by paralysing 
the diaphragm, previous to its becoming 
sufficiently large to produce that degree of 
pressure upon the cord, which would have 
interfered with the functions of the posterior 
columns. In another patient, who had 
come under his notice in Guy's Hospital, 
there were pains in the back, much iucreased 
by stooping or walking, and accompanied 
by partial loss of sensation in the lower 
half of the body, for nearly twelve months 
before the power of motion became impair- 
ed; at this time the motion of the left leg 
was decreased, Six months after the latter 
time, making eighteen months from the 
period when sensation was first affected, 
both legs became partially paralysed, both 
as regards sensation and motion, the loss 
of sensation being greater in the left than 
the right leg. The patient continued in this 
state until he died. After death, on remov- 
ing the arches of the vertebra, the theca, 
close to the seventh and eighth dorsal 
vertebra, was observed to be distended 
and enlarged to the extent of two inches. 
On cutting into the theca, close to this 


tumour, the reflected and close arachnoid of 
the spine were found to be adherent by old 


false membranes. A large flat vascular 
tumour was found upon the posterior 
columns of the spinal marrow, apparently 
originating within the structure of the pia 
mater, The tumour measured two inches 
in length and four lines in breadth, its sur- 
face being irregular and pnekered, and of a 
reddish colour, It was found to contain 
some thick gelatinous fluid, of a yellowish 
appearance. The posterior columns of the 
Spinal marrow were flattened from the 
pressure of the tumour, but were not soften- 
ed. There was no disease elsewhere. 

In two other instances which Mr. Roder- 
ick had observed, where tumours of a 
fungoid nature were situated within the 
pons Varolii, epileptic fits were produced 
previous to the occurrence of hemiplegia ; 
bat, in one case, the first fit was succeeded 
immediately by hemiplegia of the right arm 
and leg, and a second seizure ended in 
paralysis of the left superior and inferior 
extremities. 

The adjourned 

DISCUSSION ON ANASARCA SUCCEEDING 
SCARLATINA, 
was resumed, 

Mr. Verratt believed that it was an error 
to suppose that the congested state of the 
kidney was the cause of the anasarca and 
its ag — The anasarea, in his opi- 
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nion, was only one of the symptoms ont of 
a variety, which succeeded to scarlet fever, 
and did not depend on the state of the 
kidney. In the treatment of the dropsy, 
bleeding, calomel, and other purgatives, 
antimonial and other diaphoretics, with the 
use of the warm bath, was the plan he had 
always pursued, and with invariable suc- 
cess. He had noticed epilepsy as a frequent 
sequence of scarlet fever, and he had now 
a case of severe spinal irritation following 
that disease. 

Dr. Rosert had found the ana- 
sarca succeeding to scarlatina, as occurring 
amongst poor people, to be a very formida- 
ble and fatal disease ; one half or two-thirds 
of the children attacked falling victims to it. 
What was the real condition of organs in 
fatal cases? There were no doubt unequi- 
vocal symptoms of alteration in the kidney, 
but he believed that the mischief was not 
confined to that organ, but that the heart 
was often affected. Violent action of the 
heart, depending as he believed on endocar- 
ditis, was a frequent symptom in anasarca 
succeeding to scarlet fever. He thought it 
possible that the heart disease might be the 
cause of all the mischief that occurred, in- 
cluding even the diseased state of the kid- 
ney. He had found, after death, white and 
adherent clots in the cavities of the heart, 
with shortening of the carnex, and 
chord tendinew, which were attached to the 
tricuspid and mitral valves, a state which 
he conceived could only have ensued from 
infammation; the valves also were thick- 
ened in some cases. He had always found 
urea in the blood and effused serum in those 
eases in which he had sought it, and he had 
done so repeatedly, It had been said that 
even if urea were present, it had not been 
proved to be injurious, and the experiment 
of Magendie had been cited in proof of this 
assertion; but he, Dr, Willis, would reply 
to this statement, that if a small quantity 
produced drowsiness when injected into the 
blood, a larger quantity being present in 
that fluid, and the dose being repeated, 
would, in proportion, be more striking and 
injurious in its effects, even to the produc- 
tion of fatal results. With respect to the 
treatment, the first object of the practitioner 
was, of course, the prevention of the dis- 
ease. To effect this, he should advise that 
the patient be kept from exposure until the 
process of desquamation had been entirely 
completed; his diet should be light and 
nutritious, without being stimulating ; there 
was no objection to diaphoretics ; warmth 
to the surface should be applied. When 
the disease, however, had set in, free deple- 
tion was the first important step to be taken. 
This, and the active employment of calomel 
by the mouth, conjoined in some cases with 
mercurial inunction, were the sheet-anchors 
of the practitioner; and after their use 
almost any remedies might be employed. 


Mr. Roperick remarked that the kidney 
might be diseased, and the urine coagulate, 
without the occurrence of dropsy. With 
reference to the particalar diseases which 
were most frequently associated with mot- 
tled kidney, he should say that the one most 
commonly present was peritonitis. Disease 
of the heart was not unfrequent; but a 
variety of other diseases might exist. 

Mr. Toynvee had injected diseased kid- 
neys in the speckled or marbled stage, and 
had found that the light-coloured portions 
were not permeated by the injection; the 
vessels of the other parts seemed dilated 
beyond their natural size. 

Mr. Syow in reply said, that notwith- 
standing what had fallen from Dr. Addison, 
he still adhered to his opinion that the 
affection of the kidney was the cause of the 
anasarca. He said, that though disease of 
the kidney often existed without dropsy, 

was not aware that dropsy, not following 
scarlet fever, ever occurred without either 
disease of the kidney or debility, or some 
obstruction to the circulation which would 
account for it; therefore he thought it more 
legitimate to attribute the anasarca to what 
was known to be capable of giving rise to 
it than to an unknown cause. 

Dr. Willis had suggested that endocarditis 
might, ocvasionally, be the cause of the 
anasarca ; but in the cases which he (Mr. 
Snow) had witnessed, the affection of the 
heart did not come on until two or three 
days, at least, after the occurrence of the 
anasarca and altered function of the kidneys. 
The epilepsy which Mr. Verrall had re- 
marked, he considered to be rather a proof 
that the renal affection was the origin of the 
others, for a peculiar form of epilepsy was 
not an uncommon result of renal disease in 
adults. Respecting the presence of urea in 
the blood, he remarked, in answer to Dr. 
Bird, that Dr. Christison had detected it in 
all those cases in which the seeretion of it 
by the kidney was very deficient, and that it 
was defieient in most of the cases he had 
related. 


ROYAL MEDICO-BOTANICAL 
SOCIETY, 


Wednesday, December 11th, 1839, 
Dr. Macretent, President. 


OIL OF THE JOLIFFIA AFRICANA—A NEW COUN- 
TER-IRRITANT, 


Dr. Farre made some observations on a 
variety of drugs which had been received 
by Mr. Battley, from Madagascar, and 
which were exhibited upon the table of the 
Society. Two only of the specimens pos- 
sessed any general interest. One of these 
was the aut Joliffia Africana, which, when 
deprived of its husk and submitted to great 
pressure, yielded half its weight of a sweet 


NEW DRUGS.—EXCISION OF THE OVARY. 


clear oil, very much like that obtained from 
the sweet almond. This oil, however, ata 
temperature below 55°, became concrete, 
The Jolifia Africana belongs to the order 
cucurbitacea, the seeds of which tribe are 
destitute of injurious properties. The husk 
of the seed, however, was not so innocent, 
Mr. Battley had foand that the men he had 
employed to break the husks from the seeds 
became irritated in the mucous membrane 
of the nostrils and air passages. A remark- 
| able substance also was exhibited, which the 
Chinese are in the habit of using as a var- 
nish, although it would appear to possess 
some powerful medicinal properties. When 
corked in a bottle and kept from the air, 
this substance resembles French mustard in 
powder. When exposed to the atmosphere, 
it i diately b of a dark colour, 
and of a consistence like treacle ; light does 
not affect it; it possesses a highly vesica- 
tory power. A small portion had been 
spread on the back of a man’s hand, and 
allowed to dry. In the course of two or 
three days the entire of the body was cover- 
ed with slight papule, containing bloody 
serum, 

Dr. Macreicut suggested, that the prepa- 
ration consisted chiefly of some of the rhus 
tribe, and thought it would be advisable to 
try its efficacy in the paralysis resulting 
from lead or cold. Dr, Addison had recom- 
mended a preparation from one of the rhus 
tribe to be taken internally in those affec- 
tions. 


EXCISION IN OVARIAN DROPSY. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sir:—I perceive Mr. Jefferson has re- 
plied to my paper on ovarian dropsy ; and 
being fearful lest he may have inferred, and 
justly so, that I had endeavoured to detract 
| from his merit, as regards the originality of 
the operation by means of excision, in 
dropsy of the ovary, I beg to insert a line 
by way of explanation. 

The passage in my composition is a faulty 
one, and were it possible to revise 
paper, should certainly be erased. The 
operation in Dr. William Hunter’s time was 
never performed. A suggestion only exists 
concerning it, and this probably was not the 
offspring of Dr. Hunter’s mind, but rather of 
some of his contemporaries, as appears by 
the mode in which he treats of it, when he 
says, “ If it be proposed, indeed, to make 
| such a wound,” &c. &c. 

The account is, however, very meagre, 
and Dr. Hunter seems scarcely to have 
sanctioned what has been proposed, He 
regarded it more as a speculation than in 
any other light, and evidently considered it 
a desperate remedy for a desperate disease. 
Mr. Jefferson, on the other hand, proceeds 
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DR. GREEN ON GANGRENE OF THE MOUTH. 


to its consideration with caution and deli- 
beration. He states his cases while the 
disease is progressing, the powers as yet 
little impaired, and the condition unbroken ; 
and to him it does seem we are indebted, 
not only for what we know of real utility 
and benefit, as regards this particular ope- 
ration, but also for opening to us a new era 
in the surgery of the abdomen, I am, Sir, 
your obedient servant, 
Joun Goruam. 
Tonbridge, Kent, Dec. 9, 1839. 


CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO THE 
PATHOLOGY OF CHILDREN. 
BY P. HENNIS GREEN, M.B. 


GANGRENE OF THE MOUTH. 
LICHEN AGRIV8,.—GANGRENE OF THE MOUTH.— 
CURE, 

(Continued from page 409.) 

Cast IX.—Francis Louis Janiver, ten 


of age, was admitted into the chronic 
wards on the 10th of June, 1833, with lichen 


us. 
"an the 29th of December he was brought 
down to the acute wards, labouring under 
gangrene of the mouth. The left check was 
swollen, bard, shining, and of a pale colour; 
a gangrenous spot occupied the tissue of the 
gums on this side, and a portion of the 
mucous membrane of the cheek. The pulse 
was small, but not very frequent; the child 


507 


the amygdala ; in the intervals the mucous 
membrane is of a deep red colour. Three 
molar teeth on the left side are ready to 
fall out, and the gums here are converted 
into a gangrenous mass. The breath is ex- 
tremely fatid, Nevertheless the general 
state of the patient is favourable ; he walks 
about in the wards; skin cool; pulse natu- 
ral; no diarrhoea. or vomiting; abdomen 
free from pain. 

Milk and Soup for diet. Continue 

medicines, 

5. An oval-shaped eschar, not very deep, 
runs along the right cheek, on a level with 
the upper alveoli; it is about three-quarters 
of an inch in length, and a quarter across. 
The other gangrenous points are sepa- 
rating. M. Baudelocque recommended the 
boy to take as much exercise us he could 
in the wards; and ordered that the eschar 
be touched frequently with the acid nitrate 
of mercury. 

7. The oval gangrenous spot on the right 
side is now completeiy destroyed ; the muc- 
ous membrane, which it occupied, is very 
red and tumefied ; on the left side there is 
still a small superficial gangrenous spot 
near the angle of the mouth. The breath is 
now barely foetid. No heat of skin, or 
acceleration of pulse; appetite good; no 
pain in the abdomen ; no diarrhoea. 

In a few days this spot also healed under 
the use of bark gargles, aud the child per- 
fectly recovered, 


OF THE 
MOUTH, 


Case. X.—Sehiller » 10 years of age, 


was strong; no diarrhoea; a quantity of admitted on the 23rd of July, 1833. This 
bloody sputa flowed from the mouth. The | child is thin, pale, and sickly-looking; 
gangrenous parts were touched with the eyes and hair dark. He is addicted to the 
acid nitrate of mercury, and then with a) vice of onanism, and has had diarrhoea for 
strong solution of chloride of lime. The the last two years. For the last few days 
mouth was frequently washed out with a| he was lame, and complained of pain in the 


mixture of bark and borax, 


left hip; the left leg is evidently longer than 


Jan. 1. The tamefaction of the cheek has | the right one. Has had the scarlatina a 
not made any progress; the child merely! month ago. The stools and urine are passed 
complains of a slight degree of uneasiness, | involuntarily. As the diarrhoea, for which 


but not of pain. The amygdala on the left 
side of the mouth is much swollen, The 
gangrenous spots are looking favourably. 
2. Left cheek in the same state as yester- 
day, although he complains more of pain. 
There is pow a superficial greyish eschar, 
extending along the inner side of the right 
cheek, on a level with the teeth, to nearly 
the angle of the month; no difficulty in 
swallowing; no diarrhoea, or vomiting, or 


he was admitted, continued, he was ordered 
subnitrate of bismuth 8 grains, gum-arabic 
8 grains. 

On the 27th and the 28th the diarrhoea was 
unabated, and the stools were passed in- 
voluntarily. On the 30th the dose of bis- 
muth was augmented to 12 grains. 

31. Persistance of the diarrhoea, without 
any general symptoms; no fever or accele- 
ration of the pulse; no pain in the abdo- 


nausea; skin cold; pulse 96; respiration men; no thirst, nausea, or vomiting. 


natural; no abnormal sound of the chest or 
rale; left tonsil is still swollen, 
Continue former remedies. Soup. 

4. Left cheek more tumid than the right 
one; but the colour of both is natural; on 
examining the inside of the mouth there are 
found some greyish spots mixed with gan- 
grenous detritus along the and near 


Bismuth 16 grains. 

On the 8rd of August the diarrhoea was 
much diminished, and the power of retain- 
ing the evacuations recovered. The dose of 
subnitrate of bismuth carried to one scra- 

le, acd on the 5th to 30 grains in the day. 
end pate in the hip had now 
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508 MR, OBRE’S CASE OF GANGRENE OF THE MOUTH. 


9. Has passed only three stools in the 24 
hours; they are much less fluid than for- 
merly ; no pain in the abdomen; skin cool ; 
pulse 72; tongue moist and clean; no 
vomiting or nausea; the child eats with 
appetite. 

The use of the bismuth was now suspended 
for a few days and again resumed. The child 
continued for several weeks in the same 
state, occasionally better, but again relaps- 
ing. About the 9th of September infiltration 
of the face first made its appearance, and on 
the 13th the abdomen contained a consider- 
able quantity of fluid; the prepuce and 
scrotum were now greatly swollen, and the 
anasarca had extended to the upper and 
lower extremities. The diarrhoea had re- 
turned, and the evacuations were again 
passed involuntarily ; pulse small, but not 
frequent; respiration natural; no fever; 
tongue red and moist ; coughs occasionally. 
On the right side posteriorly the sound on 
percussion is less clear than on the left; on 
the left side purile respiration, without any 
rale ; the sounds of the heart normal, with- 
out any matity or elevation about the pre- 
cordial region. The nitrate of bismuth was 
administered in strong doses. 

Daring the next week no remarkable 
change took place in the condition of the 
patient. Diuretics were given, but without 
any sensible effect. 

On the Ist of October the effusion of 
serous fluid had extended to the chest and 
all over the body, A gangrenous spot made 
its appearance on the inside of the right 
cheek. It continued to extend, though 
slowly, and the child sunk at length on the 
25th of October. He continued to eat to 
the last moment, and the intellectual facul- 
ties, also, remained undisturbed to the pe- 
riod of death, 


Post mortem Appearances. 


Mouth. The skin which covered the chin 
and a portion of the right cheek is of a dark 


ened, but without any trace of injection or 
ulceration. There are two or three spots 
of ecchymosis near the termination of the 
colon; no tubercles in the mesenteric glands; 
liver healthy; the cellular tissue of the 
pelvis and of the intestinal canal throughout 
infiltrated with serum. 

Kidneys pale ; the external surface, instead 
of being smooth, is rougose, and contains a 
very great number of small granulations, 


GANGRENE OF THE MOUTH AFTER 
MEASLES, 


Tue following case has been communicat- 
ed to me by my friend Mr. Obré, of the 
Marylebonne Infirmary 


Mary Ann Flyan, a scrofulous child of 
three years of age, has never eaten animal 
food, always been delicate (the other children 
of the family are also scrofulous, one having 
a deformed chest), was attacked on the 25th 
of November with febrile symptoms, ac- 
companied with cough and sonorous respi- 
tation; the conjunctiva vascular and wa- 
tery, in fact, all the premonitory symptoms 
of measles. She was ordered an emetic of 
antimonial and ipecacuanha wine ; after the 
sickness had abated, a powder of two grains 
of mercury with chalk, and rhubarb. 

On the following day the face and neck 
were covered with the eruption of measles, 
the remainder of the body very hot,a few 
spots of the disease to be seen on the chest 
and abdomen; respiration hurried; pulse 
120; a mixture of trogacanth and wine of 
antimony to be taken every four hours, 

28. The entire surface of the body is now 
covered with the eruption, those on the face 
coalesce. 

29. The eruption bas almost receded ; the 
child is laying on her back breathing with 
difficulty; the thorax appears to move but 


green colour, The tissue of the gums and | little; respirations 52 in a minute; she is 
a great part of the inner wall of the right| very uneasy and peevish; crepitant rale 


cheek are reduced to a gangrenous, diffluent | 


pulp. Several of the teeth fallen out; the 
rest moveable. 

Chest. No adhesions between the lungs 
and thorax ; no tubercles in the pulmonary 
tissue, which is everywhere healthy; effu- 
sion of serum into both pleural sacs; peri- 
cardium also contains a quantity of serum; 
heart healthy ; the walls of the right ven- 
tricle are, however, very thin; those of the 
left are at least four times thicker, 

Abdomen, About two quarts of yellow, 
clear serum in the abdominal cavity. The 
mucous membrane of the stomach is some- 
what injected, but firm. The mucous lining 
of the small intestines (lower two-thirds) is 
softened ; the glandule segregatce are here 
much enlarged and of a dark colour; the 
mucous lining of the large intestines soft- 


heard on the posterior surface of the right 
lung; there is a du}! sound all over that 
part of the chest; pulse, 132; the bowels 
have been moved this morning; calome! 
one, and antimonial powder three grains, to 
be taken every three hours; a smul! blister 
to be applied over the centre of the sternum, 
and three leeches to the situation of the 
inflamed lung. 

30. The chest is mach improved; the 
crepitus, deseribed yesterday, is succeeded 
by mucous rale; the cough is troublesome, 
but not so frequent ; the tongue clean and 
moist, which should have been stated yes- 
terday, was dry; she slept almost all night, 
has therefore taken only six of the powders; 
the measles have quite disappeared; or- 
dered to continue demulcent medicine, 
Dec, 2. Nearly convalescent. 
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4. The face and eyes appear swelled, 
which was supposed to be caused by the 
child sleeping near the door, The bowels 
being constipated, a powder, containing 
two grains of calomel and five of jalap, was 
ordered. 

5. The lower part of the face more en- 
larged; the integument has a shining and 
glazed appearance ; the child sleeps much ; 
bowels opened twice from the powder; the 
body is much emaciated. Saline medicine 
to be taken occasionally. 

6. Has been extremely restless during the 
night; rolling the head continually; the 
right cheek very hard; the mouth can be 
opened, and the tongue protruded, which is 
furred; the pulse cannot be counted, in 
consequence of the uneasiness of the arms, 
which are constantly tossed about, and 
placed to the face, as if suffering pain; a 
blister to be applied to the posterior part 
of the neck, 

7. There is a large ulcer on the inner sur- 
face of the right cheek, from which there is 
a most unpleasant odour, as if from a mor- 
tified part; the bowels are relaxed ; a gargle 
of decoction of bark and albumen to be 
syringed into the mouth frequently; three 
grains of quinine and two of chalk to be 
given every four hours. 

8. The gangrene is much increased, ex- 
tending to the gums; the left side of the 
mouth more inflamed; tongue perfectly na- 
tural; the teeth on the right side of the 
lower jaw loose; the mother, on applying 
the syringe, pressed out the two lower in- 
cisors ; debility appears coming on fast; a 
grain of quinine to be given in port-wine 
every hour. 

10, The gangrene on the right side much 
more extensive; there is a blue mark, of the 
size of a shilling, on the exterior of the 
cheek, as if the sphacelus had almost passed 
through the integuments; the child was de- 
lirious in the night, and hit her face with 
her hands most violently; the evacuations 
are passed involuntary; an ounce of honey 
to be mixed with 60 drops of muriatic acid, 
and applied to the gangrenous surface on 
the inner parts of the mouth. Death took 
place during the night; the friends would 
not permit the body being examined; but 
on introducing the finger into the mouth, 
nearly the whole of the right side appeared 
destroyed as far as the finger could reach ; 
the left was little affected. 


IDIOPATHIC GANGRENE 
OF THE 
MOUTH; DISEASE OF THE MOUTH 
FROM 
UNFIT OR DEFICIENT FOOD, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer, 
Sir:—As gangrene of the mouth assumes, 
at the present time, a degree of consequence 
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and interest, superadded to that which its 
origioal horribleness has obtained for it, I 
transmit to you the narrative of two cases of 
a different description of that disease from 
those related by your contributors in last 
week’s Lancer. 

Sept. 6, 1828. Mary Parkinson, #t, six 
years, resides at Paddock; had hooping- 
cough for more than three weeks, bul she is 
now quite cured; about a week since be- 
came rather feverish and thirsty, and lost 
her appetite; bowels confined; complains 
of pain in the bowels and headach ; pulse 
100 ; tongue moist, rather white; was a re- 
markably healthy child until the attack of 
hooping-cough. Prescribed—compound ja- 
lap powder, a scruple night and morning, 
and a saline mixture. 

10, Continued nearly the same until to- 
day, every symptom being nearly as before ; 
the right side of the mouth and cheek are 
rather swollen, and have a slight blush of a 
dark red colour; she endeavours to scrateh 
and pull at these inflamed parts ; no ulcera- 
tion, or other disease, or inflammation of the 
membrane of the mouth or fances; pulse 
110; tongue moist, and covered with a 
white fur; skin nearly the natural warmth, 
moist, and soft; urine passed freely ; bowels 
freely opened. Prescribed—fomentation ; 
bread poultice; saline mixture, with mag- 
nesia and manna, and milk diet. 

12. Inflammation of the cheek, and mouth 
much extended, and the colour a darker 
red ; a black spot, of the size of a pea, is 
apparent upon the external surface of the 
right cheek, near to the angle of the mouth ; 
pulse 110, small, and rather jerking; lower 
gum rather swollen, and a darker colour 
than natural, but in other respects the in- 
terior of the mouth differs not from its usual 
appearance ; tongue dry, and covered with 
a thin brown fur; endeavours to scratch 
and pull her face and mouth, Hot bread 
and milk poultices repeated every two or 
three hours; cinchona mixture, with am- 
monia; beef-tea; a little beer or wine fre- 
quently. 

13. Right cheek all over red; both hips 
red and swollen, principally the lower; 
black spot, the size of a shilling, extends to 
the angle of the mouth; bowels act freely; 
kidneys secrete a sufficient quantity of 
urine; she takes a little beer, and some 
bread and milk; has not been sick, nor 
delirious. 

15. Slough nearly the size of half-a-crown 
piece, extends into the lower lip, and occu- 
pies the entire thickness of the cheek; it 
feels like a piece of leather; no discharge ; 
chloride of soda wash, and yeast poultices; 
decoction of cinchona and ammonia, and 
whatever food and wine can be taken. 

17. Gangrene extends nearly half over 
the lower lip, up the cheek as far as the 
nose and molar bone, and half over the 
cheek posteriorly ; the lower gum on the 
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right side a dark brown, and separating 
from the teeth ; a thin foetid discharge oozes 
from the part; throat and tongue not af- 
fected, the latter harsh and dry, and covered 
with a dark-brown fur; very thirsty; 
drowsy, yet restless and fidgety; sometimes 
talks incoherently; tries to tear her face, 
and cries violently if withheld; pulse 125, 
small, and weak ; complains of pain in the 
bowels; motions and urine passed invo- 
luntarily. 

21. Gangrene occupies the whole of both 
lips, as far as below the chin and up to the 
nose, and about an inch beyond the left 
angle of the mouth, and nearly as far as the 
angle of the jaw on the right side; also the 
upper and lower gums, whence several teeth 
have either dropped or been picked out; 
the part exhales a very disagreeable stench ; 
urine and motions passed involuntarily ; 
diarrhoea ; very offensive dark-coloured mo- 
tions; sometimes vomits; low muttering 
delirium; continually picking and tearing 
her face ; pulse 140, very small, and feeble; 
a large portion of the lower lip, which hung 
loosely over the chin, I clipped off, in order 
to diminish the offensive smell. 

24. The patient died this morning. She 
had been very delirious for two days, and 
had a bad diarrhoea; pulse ranged frow 140 
to 160, Gangrene extends on the right side 
nearly to the arm, some distance under the 
chin, and up to the eye; on the left cheek, 
as far as the anterior edge of the masseter ; 
occupies the upper lip and cartilege of the 
nose, all the gums from which the teeth have 
all come out, with the exception of a few at 
the back on the left side, and extends under 
the tongue, After this description, it will 
be hardly necessary to say that a more 
loathsome object can scarcely be imagined. 
I am sorry that no post-mortem could be ob- 
tained of this or the following case, as there 
was at that time in Huddersfield a very 
great and quite insurmountable prejudice 
against every thing of the kind, 

May 14, 1829. Anon Green, xt. seven 
years, a tall, healthy-looking girl, rather 
thin; lives at Hill-house; has complained 
of headach for some weeks ; but she did not 
appear to be ill until the 8th of May; since 
then her appetite has been impaired, and 
she has been thirsty, and rather feverish ; 
sometimes pale, and at other times flushed 
in the face; has not been sick; headach 
not considerable; bowels not been opened 
for three days; complains of pain at the 
scrobiculus cordis, but it is not sore on pres- 
sure ; perspires when asleep; restless nights; 
tongue covered with a thin white fur; pulse 
95, with a slight thrill; an exacerbation of 
fever generally takes place in the evening; 
no wandering of the mind ; was remarkably 
well up to the present illness ; had measles 
and small-pox when about two years old, 
has not suffered from any illness since that 
time. Prescribed—senna and salts mix- 
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ture, a dose every two hours until it 
rates ; saline mixture, with antimonial w 
Diet to be milk and water and tea. 

15. Bowels freely opened; symptoms 
nearly as before. 

20, The patient seemed to be going on 
well until yesterday evening, when the left 
cheek was observed to be inflamed; exactly 
in the centre of the left cheek is a dark red 
spot, which she says itches and burns; there 
is no ulceration or inflamed appearance in 
the inside of the cheek, or any part of the 
mouth or throat; she complains of headach, 
and pain at the scrobiculus cordis, but the 
latter is not much increased by pressure; 
no vomiting; has two or three motions a 
day, which are dark-coloured and offensive ; 
pulse 110; skin warmer than natural, but 
moist ; tongue white, with a streak of brown 
in the centre; restless nights; often wakes 
up suddenly, and in a fright, thinking she 
sees persons about the bed; appetite very 
good ; applied caustic all round the inflamed 
part, Prescribed — quinine, with dilute 
sulphuric acid; bread and water poultice; 
beer; beef tea. 

21. Left cheek more swollen and in- 
flamed; there is a black speck appearing ia 
the centre; symptoms nearly the same; she 
evidently does not feel very ill, as she walks 
about the house, and is tolerably cheerful. 
Made a large circle of caustic around the 
part; continue quinine and poultices, 

23. An eschar, of the size of half-a-crown, 
occupies the centre of the cheek, which 
feels like a piece of leather; inflammation 
has extended to the mouth and gums, which 
are swollen; was delirious in the night, but 
she is now quite sensible; bowels opened 
twice; tongue covered with brown fur; 
pulse 120, small, and vibrating ; headach; 
perspired freely in the night, Nitric acid 
solution ; ung. terebinth. on the eschar, and 
yeast poultices; decoct. cinchone, with am- 
monia; wine or beer, and any nutriment. 

25. Gangrene extends to the nose, mouth, 
and lower edge of the jaw, and the gums 
on the left side; an offensive discharge; it 
does not affect the throat or tongue; con- 
tinue remedies. 

26. Delirious all night, during which 
state she tore a large rent in her cheek, and 
pulled some teeth out; screams and cries 
continually ; motions and urine passed invo- 
luntarily ; gangrene extends rapidly ; tongue 
dry and bown; pulse 140, very feeble. 

27. Had convulsions in the night, in one 
of which she died, Post-mortem not per- 
mitted, 

Remarks.—These two are the only in- 
stances of the idiopathic gangrene of the 
mouth which I have seen. Their causes, 
after the most careful inquiry, I am unable 
to assign with any degree of certainty. Both 
children were naturally healthy; their pa- 
rents, brothers, and sisters, were as fine 
healthy-looking persons as any in their 
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neighbourhood: Parkinson lived in a po- 
pulous part, in a cottage, in front of which 
flowed a deep rivulet, so that it may have 
been damp; but Green resided in an ex- 
actly opposite direction, in a beautifully 
rural situation, high and dry, and at some 
distance from other houses: locality, there- 
fore, it may be supposed, had nothing to do 
with the occasion. The early symptoms 
were not unlike an attack of fever; but as 
typhoid or eruptive fevers were not then 
prevalent, itis not likely that it was a va- 
riety of that kind of fever. Death in both 
cases was produced by cerebral disease ; 
but that state evidently supervened upon, 
and was occasioned by, an antecedent ma- 
lady. The mucous membrane of the bowels 
was certainly diseased in the first case, and 
I think there must have been a morbid state 
of some of the chylo-poietic organs in the 
second case, from the complaints of pain 
about the scrobiculus cordis, and the un- 
healthy-looking motions. This disease is 
manifestly very different to that which suc- 
ceeds small-pox, and similar malignant 
fevers, as in instances arising from these 
causes the malady is usually preceded by 
symptoms of a more or less aggravated form 
of ptyalism, and always commences in the 
gums and membrane ef the cheek and 
mouth; it seems, indeed, to be a natural 
and inevitable result of the highly morbid 
state of the system, induced by these viru- 
lent diseases. Idiopathic gangrene of the 
mouth may be produced® by improper diet in 
a child, imbued with a taint of scrofula, and 
perhaps under the influence of some disease 
lurking in the chest or abdomen. 

There is an affection of the mouth in 
children, by no means uncommon, which, I 
cannot doubt, arises from an undue quan- 
tity, ora bad quality, of food. In this com- 

laint the gums are red and spongy, and 

leed when touched. In bad cases, the 
teeth fall out; the tongue swells, but not to 
agreat degree; it is covered with a white 
fur, and large superficial ulcers are observed 
on the upper and under surfaces of the 
tongue, and the inside of the cheeks, which 
are marked by the teeth. The lips swell, 
and saliva flows from the mouth; pulse a 
little accelerated; skin not much warmer 
than natural; sometimes the perspirations 
are profuse. In some cases I have seen 
vomiting and diarrhoea; but sometimes the 
bowels are difficult to move, The patient 
frequently does not seem to be particularly 
ill, and, indeed, not uncommosly looks 
stout and ruddy, although the mouth an 


GANGRENE OF THE MOUTH, 5il 


beer. Ihave always found two or three 
calomel and jalap powders, a saline mixture, 
and carbonate of potash, and a mild nitric 
acid wash, succeeded sometimes by a weak 
infusion of gentian, speedily re-establish 
the health, and remove the affection of the 
mouth, 

It does not seem improbable that mer- 
curials, when incautiously administered, 
may sometimes be a cause of gangrene of 
the mouth; and we may imagine that the 
most favourable condition for its develop- 
ment will exist in the last stages of malig- 
nant fevers, or when the constitution is en- 
feebled, or depraved, from any cause: it is, 
therefore, necessary to be extremely circum- 
spect, Asit has been clearly ascertained 
that the disease, in its worst form, occurs in 
children to whom not a single grain of any 
mercurial medicine has been administered, 
it would be very unfair in any case to assign 
that medicine as the cause, unless a consi- 
derable quantity had been given, or sucha 
quantity as, considering all the circum- 
stances, might plainly be sufficient to pro- 
duce such a disastrous result.* 1 remain, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 


Wm. Barnariper, M.R.C.S. 
Upper Tooting, Dec, 14, 1839. 


WESTERN GENERAL DISPENSARY, 
NEW ROAD. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer, 


Sin:—A new mode of operating for tu- 
mours in the popliteal space has been dis- 
covered, which, for simplicity and dispatch, 
beats every thing hollow, Thrust an ab- 
scess lancet in; let it bleed freely until the 
patient looks droll, and you become fright- 
ened; then send off in a hurry for Sir 
Benjamin Brodie to witness your success, 
which he admires very much, by the elegant 
mode of putting his tongue in bis cheek, 


Yours truly, 
Wasr. 


gums are very much ulcerated and di lo 
You naturally ask, if mercury has been 
given ; and the answer frequently is, that no 
medicine whatever has been administered. 
The next inquiry is about his diet, and you 
are informed that he eats and drinks what- 
ever he likes best, which may sometimes 

to be substantial meals of meat and 


* If the above cases of Mr. Bainbridge 
have been carefully observed, these are the 
only ones, out of several hundred cases of 
gangrene of the mouth, in which the disease 
commenced on the cutaneous surface of the 
cheek.—Eb, L. 


THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, December 28, 1839. 


Pernars we have attached too mach im- 
portance to the letter of Mr, Key; bat to 
show the Senior Surgeon of Guy’s Hospital, 
and the expectant Councillor of the Loudon 
College of Surgeons, that Reformers are 
uninfluenced by personal feelings, and only 
desire to see truth and justice triumph, we 
shall revert to some of the topics discussed 
in his epistle. The writer had a strong 
prejudice in favour of the self-elected 
Council; he had no interest in exaggerating 
the baneful effects of their conduct, and of 
the nefarious system which they have car- 
ried on and carried out, in all its revolting 
details, ever since the poison-tree struck its 
roots, and spread its branches in Lincoln’s- 
inn-fields. Yet, what is the conclusion to 
which Mr. Key has come, after dispassign- 
ate consideration, and in what words does 
he describe the condition of the “ alien” 
Members’? The student, he says, after 
having passed his examination, can scarcely 
“be said to have any connection with the 
“ College. If he chance to live in London, 
* he may hear, if he please, an occasional 
«lecture, aud may have access to the 
“ library, advantages that his former school 
* of medicine still continue to afford him, 
“ Jt isno Alma Materto him. He may long 
“ for its honours, but they are beyond his 
“ grasp ; he feels that no industry, no exertion 
“ of talent, can place them within his reach. 
“ As he advances in life, he sees his former 
“ fellow-students, possessing half his industry, 
“ talent, and knowledge, called to the Council 
of the College, from which he is excluded, 
“* and raised to the rank of Examiner, which 
“ he never can attain. He has no voice in the 
“ election of the Council, much less in its 
“ measures; he feels himself a Cypner, IF 
“NOT AN ALIEN, and that he is so regarded 
“ by the College.” 

This passage is eloquent, because it is 
€arnest and true. 


THE SELF-ELECTIVE COUNCIL CONDEMNED. 


The signs of sympathy with the members, 
the sense of justice which dawns in certain 
passages, and the publicity which Mr. Key’s 
letter has attained in the columns of this 
Journal, have driven the reluctant Coun- 
cil, notwithstanding their irresponsibility, to 
draw up a defence. Nobody of men has 
committed more injustice, and few have sus- 
tained so many damning accusations, as the 
College Council, without any attempt at 
defence ; hence, after the brazen head has 
remained so long silent, and speciators have 
exclaimed so frequently, with Drypey— 

“ Priest, why stand you mute ? 

You gain by heaven, and therefore should 

dispute ;” 
we regard its utterance with curiosity, if 
not with satisfaction ; a curiosity the more 
intense, as it is impossible to conceive a 
case in which more honour may be gained 
by a successful advocate, because a worse, 
a more hopeless, or a more iniquitous cause 
was never pleaded at the bar of public 
opinion. The College holds up its hand, and 
pleads “ Not guilty.” All the world asks, 
what can it say in its defence? It says, 
through its organ, that ithas slept “a fort- 
night” upon Mr. Key’s letter; and now 
finds init “‘so much that is candid and ju- 
dicious” that, in fine, it must “ offer a few 
“remarks upon the letter in question and its 
“ subject,” the remarks turning out to be 
directly in the teeth of Mr. Key’s “ judi- 
cious,” recommendations. In an elegant 
professional figure it is then stated, that 
“The disorder of which Mr. Key treats is 
“the unpopularity of the College of Sur- 
“geons, * * and the remedy which he 
“ prescribes, as the only means from which 
“ he can hope for success, is laying open the 
“ election of the Council to the whole body 
“ of the Members.” No one can question 
the taste or accuracy of this refined allusion 
to the corruption of the College—embody- 
ing the burthen of Mr. Key’s letter—much 
less deny the delicacy of the iatimation, that 
“ such is the sam of many lucid arguments.” 

The defence is worthy of the self-elective 

Council, It assumes, io the first place, that 
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the recovery of “popularity” is “ almost 
the sole end proposed” by those who would 
make the Council elective and representa- 
tive; and then goes on to question whether 
it would be wise to hazard all the inconve- 
niences to which a frequent recurrence to 
general elections, in the present case, could 
not fail to lead, for the sake of such a 
doubtfal result. The College Council is 
not popular; but is it to sacrifice £14,000 
a-year, and its irresponsible power, for an 
uncertain popularity? That is the question 
which the anxious Council asks. 

Now, did it never occur to the sneaking, 
jesuitical defendants, that the unpopularity 
was only referred to as a proof that well- 
established causes of unpopularity existed, 
and that they were bound, by the eternal 
principles of justice, to surrender their 
usurped powers, to give to every Member of 
the College a voice in the Council, and a 
right to regulate his own interests, and to 
direct the expenditure of the funds to which 
he has contributed in precisely the same pro- 
portion as the Twenty-one? No: the Council 
could understand that popularity is desir- 
able in these perilous times, and that Mr, 
Key might spin a web to catch the fly ; but 
that, in the name of justice and science, he 
should demand the elective suffrage for every 
Member, was incomprehensible. It implied 
motives with which the Corporators were 
not familiar, and it involved arguments 
which they would have found it inconve- 
nient to handle. 

It is laid down as a premise, that “ gene- 
ral elections” are “ dangerous and disturbing 
“ expedients—dangerous in most cases, but 
* infinitely perilous in a body whose attén- 
« tion should be mainly devoted not to popu- 
* larity, but to the adv ancement of science.” 
Then it is argued—from the examples of the 
House of Commons and the Municipal Cor- 
rations—that men’s minds are not more affec- 
tionately attached to the institutions in 
whose management they have recently been 
admitted to a share ; and—from the English 
Universities—that institutions may be esteem- 
ed and reverenced, although the members be 


notadmitted to take any partin their manage- 
ment, The reasoning is not thrown into 
this precise form ; but such is every tittle of 
argument that is employed, and the inference 
is, that it would be unwise to hazard the 
“ inconveniences” of general elections “ for 
“the sake of popularity, which is almost the 
sole end “ pro !” 

General elections are infinitely perilous 
in bodies whose attention should be mainly 
devoted to the advancement of science! Are 
they indeed? Will the impudent lying ad- 
vocate name one scientific body in which the 
Council and officers are not elected every year 
by ballot? There are general elections at 
the Royal Society, the British Assoviation 
for the Advancement of Science, the Geogra- 
phical Society, the Geological Society, the 
Statistical Society, the Zoological Society, and 
the Medico-Chirargical, and all the medical 
societies. Will the College- slave point out 
the peril which those societies have incur- 
re’ by acting upon the principle of popular 
election? Will he undertake to assert thata 
voluntary society could subsist for one year, 
wherein the Council was, like the Council 
of the College of Surgeons, self-elective ? 

We are quite willing to admit that gene- 
ral elections might prove “ infinitely peril- 
ous”’—not to the interests of science—not 
to the public—and certainly not to the 
Members of the College ; but to the majo- 
rity of the present Council, if they were 
weighed in the impartial balance of justice. 
The writer kaew, but he took care not to 
say, upon whose head the impending ruia 
would fall, Did he imagine that the peril 
of a corrupt Corporation would terrify the 
Members in their just demands, that they 
would confound it with their own, or take 
the loss of a self-elective oligarchy for any- 
thing but gain to the community ? 

It is humiliating to argue a great prin- 
ciple of right upon the grounds of expe- 
diency; but in dealing with mean, narrow. 
minded, immoral antagonists—who can rise 
to the level of no other argument—it is the 
only course left, They assert, then, that 
the unpopular Council would not be more 
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popular if it were an elective representa- 
tive body—because the House of Commons, 
elected by a larger proportion of the popu- 
lation than formerly, is “certainly not 
“* more respected by the majority of per- 
“ sons than was the old one.’’ It is un- 
necessary to institute a comparison between 
the present House of Commons and the 
unreformed House, in which venality, ser- 
vility, and a shameless disrespect for the 
people’s rights, were publicly professed and 
upheld by a majority. But what analogy is 
there between the popularity of the present 
House of Commons, elected by a fraction 
of the population, and the professional po- 
pularity of a Council chosen by the whole 
of the members of an enlightened constitu- 
ency? A like want of analogy willbe found 
to apply to the Municipal Corporations. 
At the same time, if the representative 
Councils of the Municipal Corporations, of 
Birmingham and Newport, for instance, 
have not obtained “the respect of the mass 
of the people,” why are they re-elected by 
a majority of the rate-payers? Besides, is 
it not universally admitted, that the flagrant 
jobs of the old, close, self-elective Corpora- 
tions, are impossible under the present 
responsible system, whether Tories, Whigs, 
or Radicals are in power? And this is 
precisely what Reformers desire to see in 
the Medical Corporations; not a particular 
set or class of men in office, but a system 
under which science would necessarily be 
promoted, the Members protected, the public 
well served, and jobbing monopolies im- 
practicable. 

Bat the English Universities, The slimy 
reptile seeks to shelter itself in the cloisters. 
Terrified under the scourge of justice—be- 
wildered by the indignant cries of thousands 
of outraged Members—it casts its eyes to 
the heavens, and would fly to the uttermost 
parts of the carth, sink to the centre, 
to find its parallel, if a dark fragment 
of night did not seem to offer it shelter on 
the sluggish banks of the Isis, and in the 
fens of Cambridgeshire. 

The universities of the middle ages were 


essentially republican institutions. The 
Professors and Rectors were elected by the 
suffrages of the students and graduates, 
By a series of insensible usurpations the 
Heads of the Colleges have got a consider- 
able share of the power and property in the 
English Universities into their own hands; 
and have used both so well that 40 per 
cent, of the people of this country cannot 
write their names, although a great part of 
the income of the Universities, amounting 
to £834,000 a-year, was set apart expressly 
for the education of the poor, What a vivid 
light do cases like that of the Pocklington 
School throw upon the University manage- 
ment? The endowment amounted to £900 
a-year; there was one scholar; and the 
Master had gone out of the way of his 
creditors when the last inquiry took place, 
The Masters and Fellows of St. John’s 
College, Cambridge, were the guardians of 
the endowment. How admirably, too, the 
system of the English Universities has work- 
ed in connection with medical education; 
with no dissection, no practical science, 
theses read to the bedels, and a merely 
formal examination ! 

The London Royal College of Surgeons 
is ambitious to stand as well with its Mem- 
bers as are the English Universities. But it 
admits the truth of Mr. Key’s delineation, 
The Council does not deny that it is exces- 
sively unpopular; that its Members regard 
it notas an alma mater, but with indifference 
or disgust. The truth is, that the English 
Universities, with their senates and convo- 
cations, are popular institutions by the side 
of the cold, selfish, snake-like, twenty-one- 
headed monster in Lincola’s-inn-fields. No 
body, or society of Englishmen, excepting 
English surgeons, would have endured the 
deadly despotism of this detestable institu- 
tion for thirty-nine years; but the monopo- 
lists are greatly mistaken if they imagine 
that English surgeons can be trampled upon, 
and treated as “ cyphers and aliens,” for 
ever. 

It cannot be denied that many members 
of the English Universities cherish an esteem 
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for their alma mater. The period which 
they spend there is a pleasant season 0; 
life, and, like the spring season of the year’ 
brings with it pleasures of its own, that re- 
main associated with the place; they form 
many friendships at College; the mind ex- 
pands; men plunge into the mathematics 
and the abstract sciences, or hoot the 
proctors ; study Evcutp, caricature the tutors, 
and wander in the groves of mythology, orthe 
streets of Barnwell. Then there is the hea- 
venly pleasures of prayers, besides the porters 
knocked down, the 39 Articles, the moral 
discipline, and the citizens insulted; the 
Fellowships; the fat livings; the honours 
fairly won; all connected, in some way or 
other, with the Universities, and which, 
woven into the web of youth, are remem- 
bered, like the morning sky, in the meridian 
and decline of life. But the student has 
no agreeable associations with the College 
of Surgeons. The bad coffee, a bludgeon- 
mace, and hair-breadth escapes from the 
hands of ignorant, crack-brained examiners, 
dwell alone in his memory. 


Surgeons of England! Among other 
“ candid and judicious” things, Mr. Key 
has impressed upon you one truth, that you 
enter upon the year 1840 “ cyPHERs, IF NOT 
 aLiens, and that you are so regarded by the 
** Council of the College.” It is for you to 
decide—and the decision is not doubtful— 
whether you will remain “ cypuers, if not 
ALIENS ;” or be the living, eflicient, powerful 
constituents of a National Faculty of Me- 
dicine before another year shall have 


elapsed. 


NOTE ON THE NEWLY-DISCOVERED BLOOD 
CORPUSCLES, 

In reference to the announcement of the 
observations by Mr. Gutttver, of new 
forms of the blood corpuscules among cer- 
tain ruminants, he informs us that he has 
since found these singular corpuscles (as 
described in Tue Lancer of the 2ist De- 
cember), in other allied species, particu- 
larly in Reeves’s Muatjac Deer (Cervus 


Reevesii v. Muntjac?) a male specimen of 
which has recently been received at the 
Zoological Gardens, from the Earl of 
Dersy. 

Mr. Guutiver has been led particularly 
to examine the blood of the ruminant order, 
in consequence of several curious circum- 
stances in the blood corpuscles of those 
animals. In the Tragulus Javanicus, or 
Napu Musk Deer ( Moschus Javanicus,Pall.), 
for instance, he found the smallest blood- 
disks hitherto described, as announced in the 
Philosophical Magazine for December, since 
which the blood of another species hag 
been examined (M. pigmeus), and the accu- 
racy of the observation of the curiously 
minute blood-disk in this genus confirmed, 


MEDICAL ETIQUETTE, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer, 


Str :—Having been asubscriber to your 
valuable Journal for upwards of five years, 
Ihave noticed that your sentiments, espe- 
cially on the subject of medical etiquette, 
are such as medical practitioners, generally, 
allow to be correct. 

In your last number, more particularly, I 
find that you have been—as it were, 
arbiter elegantiarum— discussing this most 
difficult subject, and speak of the absence 
of cases in point. I lament —a 
that 1 am enabled to give you one; and 
appeal to the profession to decide on the 
justness of my complaint, publicly, as a 
private explanation is refused me. I do 
this with no ill-feeling towards the indivi- 
dual concerned, but merely to show that the 
rights of medical practitioners are not to be 
invaded with impunity, I had been engaged 
by a lady, who resides within two doors of 
my own house, some time previously to her 
accouchement, and who had been my patient 
for upwards of two years, from whom I 
received a message, on the night of Decem- 
ber the 4th, to hold myself in readiness, 
At the same time I was summoned to attend 
a dangerous case in the York-road, Lam- 
beth ; accordingly, knowing that my advice 
principally was wanted, and that I should 
not be required to make any stay, I pro- 
ceeded there with all haste, first calling on 
the lady to see whether my assistance was 
immediately needed, and finding that I could 
well be spared for half an hour, I returned 
to my own house, from Lambeth, within the 
given time, when I was informed that the 
night-bell had been rung, and was answered 
by one of my assistants, but no one appear- 
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ed with any message. Upon calling at the 
house of the lady on the following morning, 
I found that the case had been attended by 
Mr. P——, of ———street, who was made 
acquainted with my previous engagement, 
and from whom I expected, as is the usual 
custom, some communication. Not hearing 
from him, I wrote to ask for an explanation. 
This request he did not answer; conse- 
quently, two days afterwards, I wrote a 
second letter, and forwarded it by my assist- 
ant. To this he returned a verbal answer, 
that he did not know me (although I have 
been residing here during upwards of five 
years), and that, being my senior, respect 
ought to he shown to him, 

This is a plain statement of facts, and I 
desire to know whether the part which Mr. 
P. has acted—in the first place, his not an- 
swering my letter, is justifiable ; and, in 
the second place, whether his retaining the 
case under such peculiar circumstances, is 
liberal. 

Hoping you will give this an early inser- 
tion, I remain, Sir, yours, very respectfully, 

J.C. Atkinson, M.R.C.S, 

Romney-terrace, Westminster, 

Dec. 10, 1839. 

- *,* We erase the name and address of 
the practitioner mentioned by Mr. Atkinson, 
the events having occurred in private prac- 
tice. The data are incomplete for an opi- 
nion, but, in the absence of the explanation 
given by the patient for sending to another 
practitioner, we must say that it seems to 
have been remiss on the part of Mr, A. no 
to call on the patient on his return, since 
the case was urgent enough to induce him 
to ascertain, just before, if he could leave 
the neighbourhood for half an hour, Cour 
tesy between gentlemen generally requires a 
reply to a letter, and a written answer toa 
written inquiry. Mr. P.could do no less 
than attend when sent for, but it would have 
been both illiberal and disingenuous to “ re- 
tain the case.” Evidence on this point is 
wanting in the letter of Mr, A. 


SANATORIUM FOR THE LUNGS, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sir :—lIn proportion to the respectability 
of any publication, so are the public safe 
from being made the subject of false attacks. 
It is, therefore, with some surprise that I 
find the pages of Tne Lancer giving space, 
week after week, to gross untruths directed 
against myself and other gentlemen of the 
highest eminence and respectability in the 
profession. Yonr correspondent, who is 
unknown as a medical man, and whom I 


shall not gratify by naming, seems deter- 
mined to bring himself into notice by attack- 
ing public institutions generally, and the 
officers and patrons of this in particular, 
Lest the medical public, who are of course 
ignorant of his character, should give credit 
to his communications, in consequence of 
being inserted in Tue Lancer, I distinctly 
assert that they are altogether without foun- 
dation. His assertion that I lectured one 
session to five pupils is a gross falsehood ; 
and I may venture to assert, that during five 
sessions speut in the tuition of anatomy, and 
ten in the dissecting-room, I never, on one 
single occasion, addressed such an audience, 
unless ata dissecting-table. His story about 
Louth may show the degree of credit to 
which he is entitled, when I say, that I 
never saw the place in my life. Of the 
Mr. Burnes be refers to, I know as little, 
and can only say that he has no connection 
whatever with this charity. Again, your 
correspondent’s pretended quotations relative 
to Sir Charles Scudamore, contain such bare- 
faced falsehoods, that I am surprised any 
Journal can venture to insert any commu- 
nication from such an authority. 

From your letter to me, dated May 17th, 
1839, I am aware that you have “ long been 
of opinion, that the major part of the dis- 
pensaries, which now exist in the metro- 
polis, are injurious to the afflicted poor, as 
wellas to the members of the medical pro- 
fession.” Now, if the object of publishing 
such communications as are furnished by 
your correspondent, be to prevent the form- 
ation of dispensaries, then let these institu- 
tions be tried by their own merits. In your 
sentiment as to the injurious nature of dis- 
pensaries, l cannot coincide, and I presume 
the greater part of the profession will also 
dissent from it. To me there appear two 
very powerful reasons for promoting the 
interests of this charity ; first, to afford me- 
dical relief to the poor when afflicted with 
pulmonary disease ; and, secondly, to open 
up a field for pathological observation, and 
afford an opportunity for thoroughly inves- 
tigating the varied phenomena so constantly 
presenting themselves in this class of dis- 
eases. We are well aware that in most 
instances the different hospitals and infir- 
maries debar cases of consumption; or, if 
admitted, it is only for the purpose of afford- 
ing a temporary relief. Institutions having 
so general an object cannot retain patients 
such a length of time as the nature of the 
malady requires. And although general 
dispensaries do not exclude them, sti!l the 
numerous arrangements necessary for treat- 
ing every variety of disease have hitherte 
precluded the requisite provision being made 
for giving to those afflicted with consump- 
tion all the chances of recovery. These are 
facts which cannot be contradicted ; they 
are obvious to the most common observer, 
and when duly considered it must be matter 
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surprise to every one, that many such 
pe as the one with which I have the 
honour of being connected, have not long 
ere this time been instituted. 

Permit me to remark, that the object of 
The London Dispensary for Diseases of the 
Lungs, is to afford regular medical attend- 


that I be permitted in the same publication, 
to insert a contradiction.—I am, Sir, yours 
very respectfully, 
Bannerman Suerrirrs. 
33, Charlotte street, Portland-place, 
December 19, 1839. 


ance, medicine, and the various requi- 
site for the return to health of the r 
afflicted with pulmonary disease; and, in 
numerous instances, they are supplied, not 
only with the common necessaries of life, 
but even in some degree with its luxuries, 
in order, as far as possible, to soothe and 

tify the feelings of the sufferer. Now, 
n connection with this, when we consider 
the want of success hitherto attending all 
attempts to arrest the progress of this ma- 
lady ; when we consider that in this metro- 
polis alone, during the short space of six 
months, viz., from 1st July to 3ist December, 
1837 (and we might take any given period 
for an illustration), 3,877 of its inhabitants 
fell victims to this scourge, and that during 
the same six months, England and Wales 
lost 27,754 of their population, generally 
speaking in the very prime of life, and con- 
sequently, in numerous instances, with fami- 
lies dependent on them for support, can 
there exist any reason for not supporting an 
institution having for its object both the 
relief of the afflicted and the extension of 
medical knowledge. Much ignorance nn- 
questionably prevails as to the nature and 
treatment of consumption, and therefore 
every! attempt to throw light on the subject 
must be patronized and encouraged by every 
friend to humanity, and certainly this insti- 
tution is calculated to furnish the most 
ample opportunity for making observations 
on pulmonary affections, in every stage of 
their, progress, and in every degree of seve- 
rity. 

estes the last ten years IT have made 
pulmonary pathology the central point of my 
observations, both in my public and private 
practice, and during ten sessions spent in 
the dissecting rooms of the first medical 
schools, I have lost no opportunity of noting 
the various pathological phenomena present- 
ing themselves in the lungs; and so certain 
am I that consumption may not only be 
arrested, but in many cases completely 
cured, that regardless of privote emolument, 
1 have declined the general duties of my 
profession, in order that I may, without 
interruption, devote all my energies to the 
investigation of this class of diseases. 
Should my attempts, aided as they are by 
many of the most eminent professional gen- 
tlemen of the day, prove at all successful, I 
shall feel satisfied. 

In conclusion, let me remark that I had 
no wish to obtrade these observations on 
the pages of any journal, but while such 
untruths have i self defence 
requires that I should, and common honesty 


PLAN OF SEPULTURE IN THE 
METROPOLIS, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 

Sir :—Having reopened the subject of 
city-sepulture so ably, and being prepared, 
as I see you are, to follow it up with vigour, 
in all its bearings, 1 ought, perhaps, to wait 
vatil you have begun to treat it remedially, 
before I venture to advance my plun for sup- 
plying what appears to be, still, a great 
want in the civil and medical police of the 
metropolis—a ready, convenient, and safe 
mode of disposing of the greater part of the 
human remains that its daily mortality 
affords. 

It is very evident that the newest, and, so 
far as it goes, the mostunexceptionable plan 
of suburban cemeteries, is only a partial 
remedy for the evil of hasty, imperfect, and 
quickly-disturbed burial; that thousands 
die yearly, whose relatives and friends 
cannot afford to transport their remains 
thither, or purchase room for their decent 
interment out of the precincts of the parish 
churchyard ; and of this loathsome mode of 
smuggling away dead bodies, setting aside 
its positive unhealthiness, the world has 
surely heard and seen enough! 

The evil being on all hands admitted, how 
is it to be remedied? 

There are, doubtless, many very good 
modes of effecting the purpose; and it is 
probable that the mest obvious,—that of 
public transport, on a well-organised plan,— 
will be the one adopted, if the subject is 
ever taken up by the government of the 
country. But then the “ dead-cart”—call 
it * public bearse”—is a triste concern, and 
promiscuous sepulture, even in the sweet 
soil of * the country,” is not at a!l congenial 
to our habits and feelings. 

When the subject of cemeteries was 
brought into public discussion some years 
ago, I had it in mind, and I very much re- 
gretted afterwards that I did not advance 
my plan for a safe and secure “ graveyard ” 
in the very midst of the most populous dis- 
tricts of the town. I was nearly forestalled 
by a clever architect, who proposed a hollow 
pyramid, full of catacombs and galleries, 
and comfortable sleeping apartments for all 
sorts and conditions of men. But this is 
clearly no better than a wholesale extension 
of the abominable practice of cellaring dead 
bodies in vaults, which is no burial at all, 
and is felt as a mockery of the sentiment as 
well as of the impressive words of our 
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noble church service, “ Ashes to ashes, dust 
to dust,” and a studied contravention of one 
of nature’s best laws, 

In place of the hollow and open pyramid, 
I would propose one of perfect solidity, to 
be constructed by the gradual accumulation 
of individual sepultures, or, rather, immura- 
tions, in hexagonal cysts, horizontally dis- 

, stratum super stratum, so long, and in 
such order, as the due proportions would 
require to bring the pyramid to its apex; 
on which there might be erected platforms, 
temples, towers, or what other convenient 
embellishments it might please posterity to 
— there. Let every corpse, as it is 

ught in, whether in wood, lead coffin, or 
no coffin at all, be securely and solidly 
built in, and cemented down with any suffi- 
cient material,—Roman cement, asphalte, or 
any other, in aid of the brick and mortar 
first laid on. 

The details of such a plan might be easily 
wrought out. In the first place, let the 
present churchyards and graveyards be 

ved over, and thrown open to the public, 
Tn the next, prepare three, four, or half-a- 
dozen areas of three or four acres each, or 
say as big as Lincoln’s-inn-fields (the area 
of the great Egyptian pyramid), excavate 
these to such a depth as would give a proper 
substratum to the work, and then begin to 
immure. A generation might pass away, 
perhaps, before the structure would rise 
above the surface of the soil; when it did, 
the disposition of the surface of the building 
must be such as to give a proper water- 
shed, and I have no doubt every disposition 
to exhalation might be repressed ; and the 
magnitude, solidity, and ponderosity of the 
whole would ensure its indestructibility. 


“ By its own weight 
Made stedfast and immoveable.” 


Beside the prime object of convenient and 
secure sepulture, I contemplate, in the gra- 
dual accumulation of these stupendous 
mola, the erection of monuments worthy of 
a great people—everlasting evidence of the 
site of the greatest of Babels. Many gene- 
rations will pass away, perhaps, before they 
will attain anything like an imposing alti- 
tude ; but, in the mean time, they need not 
want for architectural beauty and scenic 
embellishment, I should propose a thick 
outer casing of granite, or other suitable 
stone-work, disposed in inclined planes of 
ample dimensions, the sides of which would 
afford surfaces for monumental inscriptions, 
tablets, sculptures, or such like ornaments 
as would not interfere with the general, 
simple, pyramidal! outline; and these in- 
i planes would, in time, afford the 
means of air and exercise for contemplative 
promenaders out of the bustle of the streets, 
and without the clatter and din of omnibus 
and railroad transport. 
This sketch of my plan will suffice for the 


present ; and I will conclude with 
that it has one great recommendation above 
all others, it will be unattended with ex. 
pense beyond the ordinary modes of burial. 
The means of immuration will be furnished 
by the parish or district authorities; and 
the sale of choice cells, or of monumental 
niches, will repay the cost of steps, stone 
casing, and granite pavements. When I 
look over the great expanse of London and 
its subsidiaries, how I long to repose my 
eye on something on which unborn ages 
might look with satisfaction and respect, 
and say, “ Here was once, if there be not 
now, a great and numerous people! Their 
towers are falien and wasted away, or have 
given place to structures of another order; 
but their indestructible railways attest their 
activity and opulence; and their solid pyra- 
mids of dead witness to their multitudinous- 
ness and their power!” I am, Sir, your 
humble servant, 


Petworth, Dec. 20th, 1839. 

*,* The subject needs public attention 
and discussion, which we are not unwilling 
to assist in exciting by the publication of 
this letter, We cannot help feeling that the 
good to be effected, and the extensive evils 
to be subdued, by a change in the present 
modes and locality of sepulture, will drive 
the public at last to entertain some scheme 
of general interment which at first may 
seem to propound too great a deviation 
from the ancient and customary plans; 
Necessity has a magical effect in the subju- 
gation of feelings and long-established pre- 
judices. 


NAnInus, 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


STRANGULATED CONGENITAL INGUINAL HERNIA, 


Joun Lort, a horse-collar maker, age 21, 
of strong make, admitted Dec. 1, 1839, 

States, that about up to the age of 14 had 
had an inguinal hernia on the right side, 
which never inconvenienced him, and was 
reduced at pleasure, At that age it disap- 
peared, About a fortnight before admis- 
sion had a severe fall, but he continued to 
work, and on Saturday, Nov. 30, after a 
day’s labour was drinking in a beer shop, 
when the hernia suddenly reappeared. He 
went home and was seized with great pain 
in the part, tenderness over the abdomen, 
and vomiting. A surgeon was sent for, 
who bled him and attempted to return the 
intestines, but failing in his endeavours, 
sent the man into the hospital about three 
o’clock on Sunday morning. He was put 
into a warm bath, and the dresser having 
employed the taxis in vain, Mr. Tyrrell was 
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sent for, who soon decided on operating, 
and he did so about six o’clock. 

After dividing the coverings in the usual 
manner, the hernia was found to be a con- 
genital one—the testis and cord being ante- 
rior to it, A division was made of the 
stricture, but as it was found impossible to 
reduce the intestine, a still deeper incision 
was made, Notwithstanding this, from 
there being great tympanitic distension, as 
fast as one portion of gut was returned 
another protraded, so that it was an hour 
before he was carried to bed, Forty minims 
of liquor opii sedativas were given in 
camphor mixture, immediately after the 
operation, with a view of checking antireri- 
staltic action. Two grains of calomel were 
also given, and one grain ordered with a 
third of a grain of opium every six hours, if 


mecessary. 

Dec, 2. The bowels not having acted, a 
piot enema of salts and senna was adminis- 
— which had the desired effect, Pulse 

4. Troubled with cough, for which 15 
minims of ipecacuanha wine were ordered 
every four hours in almond mixture. 

5. Ordered 

Almond mixture, 1 ounce ; 
Diluted hydrocyanic acid, 1 minim ; 
Nitrate of potass, 5 grains ; to be taken 
when the cough is troublesome. 
The wound has been poulticed, and he has 
gone a with scarcely any unpleasant 
P om, 


sym 

15. Wound nearly healed; bowels regu- 
— open; no pain; pulse 96; feels quite 
well, 


PROGRESS OF MEDICAL REFORM. 


Tue following are the letters for which 
we were unable to find room in our last 
report of the proceedings of the British 
Medical Association :— 

Sir:—We are instructed to intimate to 

ou, for the information of the British 

edical Association, that at a meeting of 
medical practitioners, held in Dundee, on 
the 8th instant, an association was formed, 
under the name of the Eastern Medical As- 
sociation of Scotland, for the Advancement 
of Medical Science, and to aid the other 
Associations formed for that purpose, and 
for promoting a reform of the abuses in the 

wedical institutions and practice of the 
United Kingdom, 

The principal objects of the British 
Medical Association, as detailed in your 
letter to the Secretary of the Glasgow 

Association, and which, sometime 
ago, appeared in Tue Lancet, were read to 
the meeting, and generally approved of. 
In order that unaninimity of action may 
exist, and also to enable us to co-operate 


effectively in obtaining the desired reform, 
the Council of our Association have directed 
us to communicate with you to ascertain 
what are your present plans for accomplish- 
ing this measure, and whether you are pre- 
pared to bring the matter under the notice 
of Parliament during the ensuing session; 
and also if you have drawn up any petition 
on the subject. 

We are in ion of the petition by 
the Provincial Medical and Surgical Asso- 
ciation, and we shall be glad to hear from 
you before we take any steps as to framing 
any petition of our own, We are, Sir, your 
most obedient — 

Joun Livincstone, 
A. Wesster, Secretaries. 

Geo. Webster, Esq., M.D,, Dalwich. 
Dundee, Nov. 22, 1839. 


Sir:—I am directed by the Provisional 
Committee to transmit to you a state- 
ment of proceedings connected with the 
establishment of the North of England 
Medical Association.. Your attention is 
more particularly requested to the fourth 
resolution, whereby you will perceive that 
the Association has been founded, not in 
opposition to any society previously in ex- 
istence, but for the purpose of co-operating 
with every institution of a similar character 
thoughout Great Britain, in the endeavour 
to obtain from Parliament the adoption of 
such measures as shall protect the interests 
of the medical profession, and at the same 
time promote the safety and welfare of the 
whole community. In accordance, there- 
fore, with the fundamental principle, I have 
to announce, that the Provisional Committee 
will have much pleasure in corresponding 
with the President and Members of the 
British Medical Association ; and being at 
this time engaged in preparing a report on 
the present state of the profession, and peti- 
tions to Parliament in connection therewith, 
will be most happy to receive any informa- 
tion or suggestion you may have to offer. 
I am further instructed to inquire what 
progress bas been made by the Reform 
Committee appointed at the meeting of the 
Provincial Medical and Surgical Associa- 
tion at Liverpool, in July last. It is almost 
unnecessary to observe, that in this, as in 
other parts of the United Kingdom, great 
anxiety prevails, that some mutual under- 
standing should be speedily arrived at by 
the profession generally in England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, as to the precise nature 
of changes which should be sought from the 
legislature, with a view to prevent the con- 
tinuance of the many evils resulting from 
the want of an efficient system of medical 
government. I have the honour to be, Sir, 
your very obedient servant, 

le-oa-Tyne, 

Newcast 10th, 18389, 

ebster 
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ELECTION or a MEDICAL CORONER 
IN AMERICA, 

Ar the late electivn at Philadelphia, Dr. 
Heintzelman was chosen coroner. This 

ntleman was for some years engaged in 

practice of medicine, and possesses 
many qualifications for the responsible of- 
fice of coroner. 

It is, we believe, the first time that a 
member of the medica! profession has been 
elected at Philadelphia to fill an office which 
demands, for an adequate fulfilment of its 
duties, an acquaintance, at least, with the 
anatomical structure and medical jurispru- 
dence. It is true that a conscientious coro- 
ner (and our late coroner was both an able 
and a conscientious officer) endeavours to 
supply the deficiency of his own knowledge 
by afrequent reference toa medical advi- 
ser ; but this is an imperfect mode of getting 
at second-hand that information which can 
be most effectually applied when possessed 
by the officer himself, The duties of the 
o are such, that the coroner is often 
unable to consult with a physician who is 
familiar with the subject, and he is obliged | 
either to dispense with medical assistance 
when examining a body, or to call upon a_ 
practitioner of medicine who may be quite | 
unaccustomed to the peculiar and often! 
difficult task of deciding a mooted point of 
medical jurisprudence, Yet these diflicul- 
ties are of the most common occurrence,— 
and a neglect of duty frequently occurs, not 
from unwillingness on the part of the coro-| 
ner to act with fidelity, but from inability to 
— a task which requires along and 

borious training. 

We do not think it necessary that a coro- | 
ner should possess so intimate an acquaint- | 
ance with medical jurisprudence as to. 
enable him to dispense with all aid from | 


those of his professional brethren, whose | 


studies may have been directed to a difficult | 
department of the science; but if his 
original powers of mind be good, and his | 
professional education derived from a cor- | 
rect source, a medical coroner is always apt 
to seek assistance when needed, and to aid 
the jury in deciding upon a multitude of | 
cases which are familiar to a physician, but 
strange to those who witness them for the 
first time. 

We believe that our views accord with 
those of most of our professional brethren, 
An office of this kind should not be given 
os as areward for political claims ; it 

properly unconnected with politics, and 
should be conferred only on those who are 
conversant with the questions which a 
coroner is almost daily called upon to decide. 
The subject has been recently agitated at 
London, and terminated in the election of 
Mr, Wakley, the editor of Tue Lancet, on 
the ground that, as a medical man, he was 
well fitted to discharge the duties of the 


office. — Philadelphia Medical Examiner. 


MEDICAL CORONER.—CORRESPONDENCE. 


RECURRENCE OF SMALL-POX. 
(NOTE FROM MR, JEFFERY.) 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer, 

Sir :—In Tue Lancer of Nov. 30th, inst., 
is a communication from your correspon- 
dent “ A Constant Reader,” on the subject 
of the “ Occurrence of Small-pox Twice,” 
wherein he recurs to an extract from a letter 
of mine to Mr. Marshall, quoted by that 
gentleman the week previously, in which I 
had stated that “ Mr, Hunter, of Budleigh 
Salterton, had informed me that he had 
seen the small-pox four times in the same 
individual.” Tn a recent communication 
with Mr. H., I find that I had misunder- 
stood him in saying that he had “ seen” the 
case ; whereas the truth is, that, just pre- 
vious to our conversation on the subject, he 
“had been informed by the parents of a 
young man, being at that time ill in London 
of a severe attack of “small-pox,” that it 
was the third or fourth time that he had been 
affected with this disease.” 

In justiceto the cause, I hasten to correct 
the error into which misunderstanding had 
led me ; and, also, in justice to Mr. Hunter, 
towards whom I consider that a “ Constant 
Reader” deals, to say the least, uncourte- 
ously in saying that * with him he canaot 
deal at all ;” thus, seemingly, implying a 
denial of the truth of a statement, without 
seeking any evidence by which its claim to 
a reception, as a well-proved medical fact, 
may be determined. 

The path of medical science is peculiarly 
laid through difficulties of great magnitude, 
arising from difference in the views and 
experience of its followers ; so that he who 
instantly rejects a statement because it does 
not accord with his opinion, or seems to him 
to be improbable, commits as great an error 
as he who receives every dogma indiscrimi- 
nately, and without investigation. And it 
is very desirable that, whilst the greatest 
caution should be used, for the sake of 
truth, the greatest forbearance and courteous- 
ness also should be observed between those 
who labour together in the intricate work, 
or the desired information and satisfactory 
conclusions will never be arrived at. 

I believe that Mr. Hunter will take an 
early opportunity of stating the particulars 
of the case in question. In the mean time 
I remain, Sir, yours obediently, 

Sidmouth, Dec. 16. J.D. Jerrery. 

*,* No anonymous communication will 
be added to the correspondence on this 
subject. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 

The debate on the Sanatorium ; the com- 
munications of Mr. Rumsey aod Mr. Barlow 
next week. 

The letter of Mr. John was re- 
received too late for publication week. 


|| 

PH 
DELI 
Sei 
By 
The 
of 
Si 
int 
ta 
Sor 
coe 
bil 
the 
cor 
ani 
blo 
cod 
raj 
Dr 
tra 
ser 
Ge 
prese: 
pro 
My i 

tical 
seque 
Vanta; 
tious! 
alread 
the o 
Sponte 
T shal 
of ext; 
a: 
No, 


